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EDITORIALS 
If We Neglect 


The heart of Christianity is not “‘being good,” 
it is salvation. The writer of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, after stating the fact that God has 
spoken at sundry times and in divers manners 
through the prophets, and later by his Son; goes 
on to tell of the danger of letting this message 
slip from us and then bluntly says, “How shall 
we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?’’ 

Christ again and again stated that his aim in 
coming into this world was to bring eternal life 
to those who accept His redeeming work. 

In the minds of many there is confusion today 
as to what Christianity really is. Morality, ethics, 
culture, refinement, social graces, these and many 
other attractive and desirable attainments of 
human personality are some times called Christi- 
anity. Ghandi, a man who has consistently re- 
fused to accept Christ as his Savior, has been 
spoken of as the “world’s greatest Christian.’’ An- 
other man of my acquaintence, who refused to 
accept Christ, was referred to as a “fine Christian 
gentleman,” because of his willingness to help 
people in need. 

Surely, in these days of supposed enlighten- 
ment, such statements should never be made by 
responsible Church leaders. They show a dismal 
failure on the part of some, to apprehend what 
Christianity really is. 

It is true that, only too often, those who are 
Christians fail miserably in showing forth the 
fruits of the Spirit in their lives, but the fact 
remains that such confusion should not exist 
today. 

The very heart of Christianity is personal faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ as one’s Savior from 
sin; said faith comine with the new birth, and 
thereby making us children of God, and giving us 


the One who alone has the power to save all 


We 
ear ar 
ngs as 
re age 
ipon 
inually 
reat 
irst be 
go. W 
ur apr 
ome ir 
his oft 
hrough 
0 take 
our fi 
se of 
hrough 
ontribt 
ropagé 
nce 10 


eternal life. This conception of Christianity i 
absolutely fundamental. Unless this foundatio 
principle is accepted, Christianity has no vitd 
difference from the other religions of the worl 
and becomes a powerless, human philosophy.: 

Eternal life, God’s greatest gift to man, i 
neglected by many in the Church today. The onl 
men in the world who are making a lasting con 
tribution to the affairs of this world are thoy 
who know the Christ as their personal Savior 
When He said, “For without me ye can @ 
nothing,” He did not mean by “me,” a set df 
lovely principles. He meant his Person and what 
He has done for us. : 

If the Church would concern herself all of th 
time in the personal salvation of men and wome 
and little children, she would fulfill her Got 
given ministry and in so doing the salt and the 
light produced would make a better world. Ne 
lect of this primary duty has resulted in confusio 
inside and outside the Church. 

In every department of Church work let 1 
exert our energies by seeing that those who com 
under the influence of the Church know Chris, 
not just as a great example or noble leader, but 4 
the Son of God, who died and shed His blool 
that our sins might be forgiven. We need nd 
worry about the social applications of the Gosp 
if those who make these applications first knov 
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salvation?”’ 


Negative And Positive | 

In the December number of the Journal, in # 
editorial headed, “A Plea for Puritanism,” ™ 
urged on Christians the need for a clear-tl 
separation from those forms of worldly amus% 
ments which, thru their content and implicatiot 
blur Christian judgment and separate us {rd 
spiritual power. 
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resented the negative side. The positive 
nr es given too. Christians should be the 
npiest people in the world. Children reared in 
homes should have the happiest lives 
any children in the world. This. happiness, 
he result of clear Christian instruction regard- 
ng the Object of our faith and His Word, also 
‘nds expression in wholesome recreations. 
Children should not have to go outside of the 
me for many of these recreations. Wise parents 
| have many diverse games In the home and 


rents too will see that their children have good 
‘ks to read. If they themselves read trash, 
ten under the cover of a popular novel, they 
annot blame their children if they read trash 


"these good times should also extend to the out- 
doors where games, hikes, picnics can be such 
surce of happiness and benefit. — 

If Christian parents leave their children to find 
ereations entirely outside the home and do not 
ke a discriminating look into these recreations, 

Miey will only too often wake up to the tragic 
elization that: their children are children of the 

Miorld and not of the Church. 

A little time and prayerful attention to this 

natter will bring happiness to all in the home 

nd guard against the inroads Satan is making 

n family life. Never forget that the Christian 

ome is the bulwark of the nation. | —L.N.B. 


We wish each of our readers a joyful New 
‘lear and one that will be filled with many bless- 
dation ngs as we go forward in His blessed service. We 
Mere again praising God for His great blessings 
Myon The Journal’s Ministry. This we have con- 
HBinually been called on to do by His exceeding 
M™ereat blessings throughout the period since we 
began publication some twenty-one months 
v0. We have received a wonderful response to 
ur appeal for Christmas gitt subscriptions. Hun- 
reds have been received and more continue to 
ome in on every mail. We have decided to hold 
ns otter of six subscriptions for five dollars open 
hrough January as many of you may still want 
0 take advantage of it and send the paper to 
jour friends. May we suggest this as one fine 
ss of some ot your titne money. Certainly 
hrough the columns of The Journal you may 
ontribute toward the statement, defense and 
Nopagation of the Gospel, the faith which was 
nee ror all delivered unto the saints. —-H.B.D. 


New Presbyterian Youth Magazine - 
Presbyterian Youth is the new name of our 
hurch’s magazine for young people. It is more 
han a new name, however, it is a new magazine. 
resbyterian Youth is different from The Program 
builder which it replaces. It has different make- 
p, a different approach to planning, and a new 
ditor. Presbyterian Youth is the result of much 
hinking and many suggestions on the part of 
oung people and leaders of young people. It is 
n attempt to provide some of the things for 
hich young people have been asking. The first 
sue of Presbyterian Youth is that of January, 
944, and it is ready for distribution now. Make 
point of getting a copy and reading it. This you 
ay do by writing our Presbyterian Committee, 
resbyterian Building, 8 North Sixth Street, 
Mchmond (9) Va. 
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Conservative Or Liberal? 


(Reprinted from December 1943 issue 
of The Calvin Forum) 


A CONSERVATIVE INTRODUCTION TO 
THE OLD TESTAMENT 


By Samuel A. Cartledge, A.M., B.D., Ph.D., Pro- 


fessor of New Testament Literature and Exegesis, 


Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. Zon- 


dervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich.; 238 pages; price $1.75. 


The importance of this ‘‘Conservative Introduc- 
tion’’ is derived from the fact that, in Calvinistic 
and Reformed circles, the term ‘‘Conservative’”’ is 
generally used with a very definite connotation; 


and this Introduction is certainly not conservative 


in that sense. 


For the rest, this Introduction has no great im- 


portance whatsoever. It does not include an ori- 
ginal contribution to the solution of any Old 
Testament introductory problem. Essentially, it 
does not present an original position—Conserva- 
tive, Liberal, or Radical. Nor can it be considered 
such a thorough piece of work that it is valuable’ 
for reference. 


But the standpoint is not negligible, under the 


circumstances. In his preface, the author tells us: 
“Those who have read the author’s A Conserva- 
tive Introduction to the New Testament, will see 
that this volume follows the same general plan as 
that one did.” But does the author use the word 
“Conservative” in the same sense in which he 
used it before, in the other volume? The Calvin- 
istic reviews that appeared on his New Testament 
Introduction have seriously criticized its 
standpoint, as far as I know. 


Let us now indicate, in an evidential way, the 
“Conservative”? standpoint of the present Intro- 


duction to the Old Testament. Why not call it 
Liberal? Most Liberals would claim the views as 
their own. 


We submit the following evidence. The evi- 


dence must be read cumulatively. 


Page 16: “The science of historical criticism — 


seeks to determine the authorship, date, place, 
_ purpose, and so on, of the individual books that 


make up our Bible. Of course, it may be applied 
to any other document as well, but we shall deal 
with it only as it is used in connection with our 
Old Testament documents.” What does this 


mean? It means that, concerning authorship, date, 
place, purpose, the express statements of the Old 


Testament are subject to historical criticism, ac- 
ceptance or rejection; the higher criticism is here 


principle accepted. | 


Page 18: “Conservatives have no quarrel] at all 


with higher, or historical, criticism as such: -in 
fact they use the science just as Radicals do.” 
_ There is nothing original about this position— 
such a thing has been said before. There also is 
such a thing as the conservative position, but a 
bit more of that later. 


Page 47: “Even though it could be proved that 


Jesus did speak of the whole of the Pentateuch 
as of Mosaic authorship, it is possible for a Con- 
- servative to believe either that He was adapting 


His speech to the belief current in His day or 


that He may have seen fit to limit His omnisci- 


ence in regard to minor historical matters, as we 


know He did in regard to the time of His second 


coming.” But Jesus did commit Himself on the 
authorship of parts of the Pentateuch, while He 


did not commit Himself concerning the time of 
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His second advent. The infallibility of our Lord — 
is here rejected concerning some of the matter | 


on which He committed Himself. 


Page 60: “There are some contradictions be- 
tween biblical statements and statements taken 
from ancient historians; the ancient historians 
may have always been in error, though it is pos- 
sible that the Bible may have erred from time to 
time.”” A considerable number of conservative 
O. T. scholars believing in the infallibility of the 
Scriptures make comparative studies of the Bib- 
lical and the extra-Biblical materials, in the ori- 
ginal languages, on many subjects of detail. We 


have failed to find a single attempt in the book | 


to do any kind of detailed original work of this 
kind, or to report on any such original investiga- 
tion. The ease with which the author performs 
his task is deplorable, considering the results. 
Many supposed difficulties have been solved by 
conservative scholars and by others; and every 
once in a while another difficulty is conquered; 
and that process may go on till our Lord’s second 
coming. The author’s abandonment of the _in- 
fallibility of the Scriptures is entirely out of keep- 
ing with the conservative position, according to 
Calvinistic and Reformed standards. 


The study of textual criticism is a good prepar- 
ation for the study of higher criticism. But that 
study involves an attempt to arrive at the ori- 


ginal text of the autographa, on the basis of ex- 


tant textual critical data. It is only of the auto- 
grapha that the Scriptures claim _infallibility.. 
However, Dr. Cartledge is evidently ready to take 
a position at variance with the Scriptures, even 
where no textual critical questions are involved. 
And that ‘Conservative’ position should not go 
unchallenged in our conservative circles, nor in 
several others. If a man wants to hold what Dr. 
Cartledge teaches, let him fly the Liberal flag, or 
at any rate not the Conservative in our circles, 
where his book was published. We understand 
that the publishers have withdrawn it. May the 
author do likewise. 3 
Page 66: “No one can ascertain the origin of 
these primitive records in the Bible. Some feel 
that they may have come from special revelation 
of God, while others feel that they may contain 
much legendary matter. Even if the latter be true, 
the striking thing is the way the Bible used them 
to teach such wonderful religious truths.” We 
have never heard a man elassify himself as a con- 
servative, if he held to the latter position. Of 
course, a thorough-going follower of the Well- 
hausen School might dub him a conservative, but 
then the term becomes more or less of a slur, the 
standard of comparison being that of this school, 
a standard that we do not accept. We will have to 
look for another standard, to arrive at the con- 
cept of the conservative position. Meanwhile, 
there remains such a thing as the conservative, 
isagogical position, based on the infallibility of 
the Scriptures. We believe this concept has more 
right to be considered the conservative position 
than any other. And we do not find this conser- 
vative position in Dr. Cartledge’s ‘Conservative 
Introduction to the O. T.”’ The records, “primitive 
records” to which the author here refers, on 
Page 66, are those of the “Creation and the 
Flood.” One might hope that before a conserva- 
tive man departs from the infallibility of the 
Scriptures, he would here exhaust the possibilities 
of interpretation. There are good scholars that 
hold to a common origin of the Biblical and the 


_ tirely possible to publish on both O. T. and N.T. 


Babylonian accounts in a prior or m 

ing back to Adam and Noah, and 
tially and infallibly in the Scriptures. Foy a 
servative to surrender on this field of battle 
taking it just a little too easy. The author’s re : 
ment of the entire Pentateuch lacks thorou Ma: 
Irrespective of the standpoint. 


Page 221: “Jesus, in Matthew 24:15, referr 


to the ‘abomination of desolation Bui 
spoken of through Daniel the prophet.’ Many ‘lative 
that this proves definitely that Jesus had decid suffic 
the problem of authorship in favor of Danie] bu has p 
this cannot be considered quite positive proof previ 
even for the Conservative. Jesus may have knows to th 
that the book was written by some one else al expec 
still have spoken of it in a popular Way... Page term 
223: “While no one of these matters can be cong woul 
sidered positive proof, it must be admitted tha stren 
together they give real weight to the theory thafm the s 
the book was written in the times of Antiochus 

Epiphanes ... The main objection to this theory? —— 


is that it would make the book, when jud 

modern standards, a pious fraud. Daniel 
to give predictions about future events when actv. 
ally someone in writing the history of past events 
turning them into prophecy’ and placing them i, 
the mouth of a person who died long before, i 
he ever lived at all” ... Page 224: “The detail 


with which the Maccabean events were predicte 

makes it highly possible that the final ania ie a. : 
finitely predicted was the Macedonian, though need 
some will continue to prefer the belief that i by tl 
was the Roman.” Apart from the fact that this Teste 


has seldom or never been considered the conser. seat 


vative position on the book of Daniel, and that if of th 
sounds extremely foolish to consider it anything Lord 
appli 


tagonist of the conseryative position, Dr. R. DM This 
Wilson, in his work, “Studies on the Book of 
Daniel,” is entirely ignored here. Then the pro- 
cedure of Dr. J. A. Montgomery may serve asim saw 


of the kind, one nseryat why the great pro 


contrast. In his volume on Daniel, in the “Inte-MM ther. 
national Critical Commentary,” page xxv, he cite—™ unde 
twelve titles of publications from the hand of DM for | 
R. D. Wilson, on Daniel. | teacl 
Dr. Cartledge is “Professor of New Testament 
Literature and Exegesis.” When a N. T. scholagm 
publishes his introductory views on both the 0.1. Jeru 
and the New, he undermines his own prestige 4 the 
a N. T. scholar, for the inference lies at hand “md 


that he would also probably rush into print on 
New Testamental introductory problems, without W 
sufficient technical preparation, such as one might ..4 
expect on the academic level of a seminary. We pass, 
have heard of Pike’s Peak scholarship being noneM (oq 
too high, and on some such level it may be er 


Introduction; but present-day seminary standards the 
are in general too high for such a _ procedure. the 


Scholars of most reputable seminaries limit then- Lore 


selves to their own field, when they publish. Zion 

A few words may be added concerning the a: Tem 
legedly conservative character of this ‘Conserve ship 
tive Introduction to the Old Testament.” It wil dwe' 


not do for the author to make the perfectly trv mer 
observation that the word “conservative” is use dwe 
In more senses than one. For instance, here is4 US¢ 
quotation from one of our highly valued refer- 


ences, that illustrates the matter. ‘“‘While this de and 


stroys the historicity of the patriarchs (Abraham, sim] 


Isaac and Jacob), in the traditional sense, it % men 


considered by many a hyper-conservative position, A 
because it still allows a legendary basis of facts was 
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pilmann, was reckoned a_ conservative 
holar, took this position.” Dr. Geerhardus Vos, 
“Notes on Biblical Theology of the Old Testa- 
ment,’ Philadelphia, 1934, Page 42. Similarly, 
Dr. E. Sellin’s “Introduction to the Old Testa- 
ment,” 1923, has occasionally been listed as con- 
servative, and it is true that the O. T. Introduc- 
tion of his antagonist, Cornill, was more radical. 

But all such evidence that the term conserva- 
tive could be used in a variety of senses is not 
sufficient to show that, in this book, Dr. Cartledge 
has played fair with the public for whom he had 
previously written his “Conservative Introduction 
to the New Testament.”’ They had every reason to 
expect him to run true to form when he used the 
term “Conservative” in both titles. And _ they 
would therefore have every reason to object 
strenuously to the present volume under precisely 
the same flag. The best thing the author can do 

~ 


now is either to disavow the present volume or to 


change his flag, and consider himself a Liberal 
somewhat of the type of Dr. C. A. Briggs, whose 
isagogical views were Liberal or Radical, although 
in his Christology he was conservative enough to 
believe in the Virgin Birth and the Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 

If the author has done any group a favor with 
this book, it is not primarily the Conservatives 
but the Liberals. We would like to ask by what 
authority he rebaptizes one old familiar Liberal 
position after another with the name ‘‘Conserva- 
tive.”” The conservative position stands for more 
faith in the Scriptures and for more scholarly re- 


search than is found in this volume, utilizing the 


works of both Conservatives and Liberals. Pro- 
verbs 20:6. Martin J. Wyngaarden. 
Professor of O. T. Interpretation, 
Calvin Seminary, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


The Church must needs have a focal center for 
her worship, and her Lord is not ignorant of this 
need and has never left this need to be supplied 
by the will worship of man’s devising. In the Old 
Testament the center of worship was the mercy- 
seat between the cherubim which covered the ark 
of the covenant. There the Shekinah Glory of the 
Lord dwelt; there the blood of propitiation was 
applied; there God reigned as King over Israel. | 
This focal center was not visible to the eyes of | 
all, but was carefully hidden behind the curtains | 
in the most holy place. The worshipping Israelite | 
saw only the vail. There was no image or likeness | 
there of anything in heaven or on earth or . 
under the earth which could become an idol 
for him. Even the Old Testament types were thus{ 
teaching some of the elements of a _ spiritual 
worship. And the time was hastening on when . 
neither Mount Gerezim nor the Temple in 
Jerusalem nor any other place on earth should be > 
the focus of worship. For God is a spirit and 
they who would worship Him must worship Him | 
in spirit and in truth. | 


When the Antitype came, the types, symbols 
and ceremonies of the Old Testament dispensation | 
passed away. As old Israel had seen the angels of 
God descending and ascending upon the ladder 
let down from heaven, so the new Israelite was. 
to enjoy this blessed communion with God through 
the Son of Man. In His saying about destroying 
the Temple and rebuilding it in three days, our 
Lord was pointing from the Temple on Mount 
Zion to the Temple of His own body. As the 
Temple had been the place of revelation, of wor- | 
ship, of audience, of government, where God 
dwelt between the cherubim at the blood-sprinkled. 
mercy-seat, so Christ is the true Temple or 
dwelling-place of God. “His body crucified and © 
risen 1s the one medium of communion between. 


God and man, as well as between man and God; — 


and the acceptance of all Gospel worship depends | 
simply on its relation to Him as the sole atone- — 
ment for sin and Temple of God.” | 


As the focal center of Old Testament worship. 
Was within the earthly vail—the Holy of Holies 


pers not to some 
sanctuary, but to the Lamb in the midst of the. 


The Lamb In The Midst Of The Throne 


The Focal Center Of Christian Worship 
By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.* 


—so the focal center of New Testament worship 
is now within the heavenly vail, in the true taber- 
nacle that God pitched and not man. When the 
Apocalypse unveils the worship of heaven it 
focuses upon the Lamb standing in the midst of 
the throme as it had been slain. When the Epistle 
to the Hebrews lifts our hearts in worship it 


centers them upon the High Priest of our pro- 


fession who has passed through the heavens and 
ever liveth to make intercession for us at the 
Throne of Grace. And when the Word speaks of 
Christ as the sacrificial Lamb and the enthroned 
Priest, the faith to which the Gospel summons us 
hastens to take shelter under the covert of His 
sacrifice and the shield of His intercession. 


Since the true Sanctuary is on high, on high 
is both the altar of sacrifice on which the blood 
of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world has made propitiation for the world; and on 
high is the altar of incense where the heavenly 
High Priest mingles the fragrance of His inter- 
cession with the feeble: and unworthy tribute of 
our thanksgiving and intercession so that they 
become an acceptable worship. And more than 
any sending up of our worship to heaven, God 
sheds down the light of His grace, mercy and 
peace from this heavenly sanctuary into the needy, 
the torn, the bleeding hearts of earth. The Church 
on earth is anly properly the Church of God in 
Christ as she catches this healing light that filters 
down from Mount Zion which is above. And she 
does this by directing the hearts of her worshiv- 
“sacred” spot in an earthly 


Throne,—to the High Priest ministering in the 
heavenly Sanctuary. 


It may well be that more of the beautiful Scrip- 
tural forms should be introduced into our liturgy, 
such as the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, a call to 
worship aind a thankful dedication from _ the 
Psalter, a salutation from the Epistles, a prayer 
and an ascription after the sermon based on 
Ephesians 3:14-21, the recitation of Psalms of 
comfort and strength, a confession and assurance 
of absolution. But any acts of worship which only 
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succeed in directing attention to themselves have 
miserably failed in their true end. Nothing aids 
worship that does not lift the soul to the Throne 
of God and of the Lamb. If we. fancy that the 
aesthetic cleverness of our worship can supplant 
or supplement the righteousness of Christ—the 
sole ground of a sinner’s acceptance with God— 
we are exchanging the lightning of Heaven for 
a slow combustion stove. ; 


A religious masterpiece is one thing, the 
obedience of Christian faith is another thing. The 
first purpose for which the Westminster Assembly 
was called was to secure a Scriptural worship; 
and our Confession, catechisms and Book of 
Church Order all declare that God has revealed 
in His Word all things necessary for His worship, 
and has commanded that nothing be added there- 
to. In the Gifford Lectures Barth insists that we 
ought to inquire of the Scripture as to what ele- 
ments God would have in the Church’s worship. 
The desire for a religious masterpiece may in- 
vite men to erect an altar on earth with a picture 
and candles upon it as the focal center for 
worship. The obedience of Christian faith remem- 
bers that the Sanctuary which God pitched is in 
heaven where the High Priest of our profession 
ministers at the heavenly altar and that God has 
said, Thou shalt not make unto thee any likeness 
of anything in heaven or on earth, thou shalt 
not bow down thyself to them nor worship them. 


When the Reformation was lifting high the 
banners of the Word, the Reformers of Switzer- 
land and of Scotland removed an earthly altar, 
a mediating priesthood, a sacrifice of the mass, 
to make way for the table of the Lord, a Gospel 
ministry and a holy supper. The Scottish covenants 
condemn as a Romish error the consecration of 


altars. Zwingli, Calvin and Knox were concerned | 


that no earthly trappings should deflect attention 
from the heavenly sanctuary where the sacrificial 
Lamb stands in the midst of the Throne of Grace, 
where the High Priest ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for us, where the Prophet like unto Moses 
reveals to us the will of God for our salvation, 
where the King of kings and Lord of lords rules 
over and defends us from all His and our enemies. 
As the Holy Spirit lifts our hearts to the worship- 
center which God has erected, the Faithful Wit- 
ness reveals to us the saving grace of God, and 
the heavenly High Priest ministers the mercy of 
His forgiving merit and offers His perfect inter- 
cession with the incense of our prayers, and the 
Prince over the Kings of earth takes us and our 
loved ones beneath the shelter of His loving wings. 


Moreover, the worship of the New Testament 
is moving toward the Kingdom of Glory which 
is to be established in the New Heavens and the 
New Earth. The Holy City which comes down 
from God out of heaven has no temple, for the 
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the Temple 
of it. The New Jerusalem has no need of the 
sun neither of the moon.to shine in it, for the 
glory of God doth lighten it and the Lamb is 
the light thereof. And there shall be no more 
curse, but the Throne of God and of the Lamb 
shall be in it. And His servants shall worship 
Him and they shall see His face and His Name 
shall be upon their foreheads—His own best name 
of gracious love. 


*Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


| Chaplain Eugene Daniel, U. S. Army, 
| Baptizes Three Soldiers In Prison 
Camp At Stalag, Bavaria. 


_ A touching tribute to a faithful chaplain ha 
appeared in our Church papers under the caption 
The Church Came To Us. This tells of a brave 
chaplain who continued his service in a downpour 
at Faid Pass, who sent marked Testaments through 
the fox-holes when the fire was too heavy for g 
church assembly, and who stayed behind to care 
for the wounded when the lost battalion had t 
cut its way through the German lines after the 
American defeat at Faid. “Everyone misses this 
chaplain, and he was, and is, one of the sources 
of inspiration that led our regiment through 
Foundouk and subsequent actions.” 


What this account does not tell is that this 
chaplain is our own Eugene Daniel of Atlanta, 
a graduate of Georgia Tech and of Columbia 
Theological Seminary and a _ beloved pastor of 
several congregations in Georgia. 


When our troops landed at Oran, Chaplain 
Daniel was in the van and was decorated for 
bravery in action when taking a jeep he rushed 
ammunition and guns to an advanced party, 
rallied them and captured the position. The sol- 
dier’s letter tells how the chaplain held services 
in spite of pouring rain and sent the Word of 
God to the fox holes through the barrage. He was 
taken prisoner when his men cut their way through 
nine miles of enemy-held territory and he re 
mained to care for American and _ German 
wounded. 


- The German officers expressed their admiration 
for the Chaplain who had stayed to care for their 
and for our wounded and sent him to Italy and 
then to Germany as a prisoner. At his own re- 
quest Chaplain Daniel was transferred to a camp 
for enlisted men where he teaches the Bible five 
days a week, preaches Sunday morning at the 
camp for war prisoners and Sunday afternoon at 
a work camp for American soldiers. At the camp 
in Stalag, Bavaria most of the men are from 
the Air Corps and they represent the United 
States and all parts of the British Empire. Here 
the Chaplain also has charge of entertainment 
and recreation and gives himself in every way to 
lift the spirits of the men. Here are some bits 
from his letters: 7 


“Tis strange to think of all the experiences 7 


have had in life. However, God supplies the needed 
strength and comfort for any condition. I pray 
that all of you may know the same peace of mind. 
Indeed, I pray that all men the world over might 
be so blessed.” 

“TT continue my ministry and think it is helping 
the men. The things of God are very clear to me, 
I have great peace. Am in good health and 
spirits.” 

“Captain Nungester, a doctor of Decatur, Ala- 
bama, is to be at a work camp of American s0l- 
diers. I will go out for services there Sunday 
afternoon.” 


“Thanks for the letter and sermon (Sparrow, 
Soldier, Sailor: Not One Shall Fall Without Your 
Father). Surely it is good to know that God rules 
the affairs of men and loves all. As you know He 
has saved and blessed me and has given me 4 
great opportunity to minister to many men here. 


I have baptized three men in this ca Pita cB 
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holdin 


g The Bible 


Text: James 1:23 “he is like unto a man be- 
g his natural face in a glass’”’; II. Cor. 5:18, 


weholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord.” 


These two things would be good to see: first, 
,,many Bibles in our homes and cars and stores 


and pu 

ysing 

glasses. 
We 


rses as looking glasses; second, everybody 


heir Bibles as much as they use their 


have mirrors everywhere—little ones we 


atry in our pocket books, big ones we hang 
om our walls or bureaus; adjustable ones, that 
tare us in the “face in our automobiles, three- 
jded ones in our clothing stores. There are few 
people who do n 
jay—some spend hours before the glass. We 
fee] that we could not do without them. We 
want to know how we look to our fellow men. 


Mr. Moody used to tell of a day when he 
promised to take his son Will to the Zoo. When 
he returned from a certain appointment, the visit 
would be made. In the meantime the lad was to 
be dressed and ready. When Mr. Moody got back 
his son said, “Father you see I am ready.” “But 
you are not ready,” Mr. Moody said, “‘your face 
ig not clean.”?’ No amount of argument, however, 
could persuade the boy that he was not in con- 
dition to start on the trip. Whereupon his father 
lifted him up before the mirror. That was suf- 
ficient. The dirty face was revealed. 


ot look in a mirror many times a 


Dr. Livingstone came across tribes in the in- 


terior of Africa who had never seen a looking 
glass or any substitute. 
thm were looking at their own faces in his mirror 
he heard them exclaiming about themselves, ‘“‘How 
ugly I look,’ “What a queer fellow,” “What a 
homely nose!” 
We sometimes say, “Oh wa’d some power the 
Giftie gie us, to see oursels as ithers see us!” 
I would like to change this to, ‘‘Would some power 
the Giftie gie us, to see ourselves as our Father 
sees us’’! | 
A good looking glass will tell us the truth about 
our outward appearance; the Bible will tell us 
the truth about our souls. And when we see our- 
selves in either one, it is no use to find fault with 
the mirror. 
Let us come to the Bible as our God-given look- 
ing glass. 
I. Earthly Things—the world and all its in- 
habitants—are reflected on its pages. 
We often see the world as it looks to the car- 
toonist. How does it look to God? 
I wish all the world could see itself in God’s 
looking glass, this world He created and pro- 
nounced “‘Very good.’”? What an ugly world it is, 
all marred and scarred by sin! How vain it is, — 
all puffed up with pride! How foolish, as it wallows | 
In blood and ruins, cutting its own throat and | 
destroying its beauty and wealth. How pitiful, | 
as men ery and groan and weep with broken © 
hearts. And yet how valuable—so valuable that © 
He gave His Son for its redemption. 
I wish all the nations of the world could look | 
at themselves one by one in this glass, the nations | 
so insane, drunk with the wine of Babylon. All — 
the heathen nations in their blindness and super- 
stition as they feel after God if haply they may | 
find Him. All the so-called civilized and Christian | 
nations in their forgetfulness of God and their 


One time when some of 


~~ 


church at Thyatira, 
-chureh at Sardis, dead and cold; the church at 


Abraham and’a Lot walk side by sides a Judas 


As A Looking Glass 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker” 


heinous sins. Our own nation, in its drunkenness, 
_lawlessness and crime. It would be a fine thing if 
the Bible could be hung up as a mirror in the 
capital of every nation in the world. 


Would that all our cities could see themselves 


in their pride and wealth, in their misery and sin. 
There is a touch of Sodom, or Babylon, or Nineveh, | 
or Jerusalem, or Capernaum, in all our cities, and 
very few have any likeness to the City of God, 
the New Jerusalem. What a wonderful sight, if in 
the center of Washington and London, and Berlin, 
and Rome, and Moscow and Tokio and in all other 
great cities could be hung this great Mirror of 
God’s Word! 


And also in every church where every preacher, 


! every officer, every member, could see it all the 


time. For our pictures are there, in all their 


- nakedness and need; in their glory or shame. The 
_,church at Ephesus which had left its first love; 


the church at Smyrna, persecuted and faithful; 
the church at Pergamos, full of false teaching; the 
corrupt and immoral; the 


Philadelphia, faithful, but weak; the church at 


Laodicea, lukewarm, self-satisfied, Christless and 
- rejected; the church at Corinth, full of quarrels 
and sins; the church at Philippi, the joy and re- 
_ joicing of Paul’s heart. I believe in this great 
picture gallery we could find the pictures of my 
_chureh and yours. 


Suppose we could hang it in every home! 


Perhaps we could arrest the downfall of home 
life in. America. All sorts of homes are clearly 
seen in its pages: homes where there are quarrels, 
strife, bloodshed; homes divided by partiality and 


jealousy; homes of indifference and weakness; 


homes marred by awful sins; homes of sorrow, 


suffering, trials, afflictions; homes of quietness, 


_ peace and purity; homes where the greatest men 
- and women of the world have been trained; homes 


in which have begun the ruin of nations. Yes, they 


- stretch all the way from Heaven to Hell. Some- 


where along the road you will find your home 
and I will find mine. | 
And then most important of all, our hearts, 
for our soul portrait is here. All types of char- 
acter are seen. The meanest and the best; the 
foolish and the wise; the weak and the strong; 
the small and the great. Cain is here and so is 
Abel; Pharoah, the hardhearted, and David the 
tender-hearted; a Jezebel, but also Ruth; an 


and a John are in the same company; the same 
man can be Saul the persecutor and Paul the 
Apostle! 

All our sins are here, those we can see, those 
we cannot. Dr. Alexander Whyte began one of his 
sermons by saying, “I have found the meanest 
man in Edinburgh. I am going to tell you his 
name.” Then pausing a moment, he said,” His 
name is Alexander Whyte.” I expect the great 
preacher had been looking into the Great Mirror 
before he came to church. 

A glorious revival swept over Korea some 
years ago. It started with a searching of heart 
with the Word of God. Missionaries testified that 
they had found the terrible, but hitherto hidden, 
sins of their own hearts and lives. If we could 
but have such a searching for and a finding out 
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of sin, I believe a great refreshing from on high ond, so different and so beautiful that we hardly 


would come upon the whole church. 


May we stay before the Mirror until we find 
our sin! 


II. Heavenly Things—the wonders of God—are 
reflected here. Behind and through the Bible 
shines the glory of God. Isaiah sums it up in these 
stirring words to his people, ‘‘Behold your God!”’ 

The glory of His Holy character.’ Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord of Hosts; the earth is full of His 
glory.”’ No one like Him. In His Being, Wisdom, 
Power, Holiness, Justice, Goodness and Truth, 
with Love shining through the whole picture—a 
love passing comprehension. 

The glory of His creative power as He brings 
the universe into existence, supporting and con- 
trolling it in all its beauty. 

The glory of His perfect law—the law which 
itself is holy, just and good. The law which is 
summed up in these majestic and heart-searching 
words, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart and soul and mind and strength,” 
“and thy neighbor as thyself.” 

The glory of His redeeming grace as revealed 
in the Gospel of His Son. That ‘‘amazing grace,” 
that “grace greater than all our sin,” that grace 
which stoops from Heaven and hangs on the cross 


in order that sin may be forgiven, hearts cleansed, 


and souls filled with power to overcome. 

The glory of His providing love—a love which 
envelopes us while in this world, follows us to the 
grave, and prepares a place for us in the Glory 
Land. 

The glory of His never-ceasing care for His 
children. Some cemeteries have a provision where- 
by “perpetual care” can be taken of the graves 
of our loved ones “Lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end.’’ “Perpetual care” is ours. 

Some men have seen “His Glory” in marvelous 
visions. Moses on Mount Sinai, Isaiah in the 
Temple, Daniel the statesman, John on Patmos, 
Paul in certain ecstatic moments, and were over- 
whelmed with the sight. 

You and I may see it too, as reflected in His 
Word. Let us gaze into its depth until “Heaven 
comes down our souls to greet, and Glory crowns 
the mercy seat. 

III. Earthly things are changed to Heavenly 
things as we look into this Mirror, for this is a 
magic mirror, the Spirit of the Lord is here. 

Men and women are transformed as they gaze. 

Sinners are changed to Saints, for it has Con- 
victing Power as it pricks the hearts and consciences 
of men and they cry out “woe is me,” ‘“‘what 
shall we do?’ It has Convincing Power as it 
grasps the minds of men and they accept and 
believe its message. We behold its Regenerative 
Power as born of the Spirit and washed by the 
water of the Word, men become clean and good. 
We see its Converting Power as wicked men listen 
and turn from their ways to God’s way. We see 
sinners Saved and turned into Saints. 

Saints are made better saints as they look. 
They are changed from glory to glory as by the 
Spirit of the Lord. We are sanctified by the truth. 
“This book will keep you from sin.’”’ This Book, 
hidden in the heart will give us victory. We grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We are thoroughly equipped for Service 
as we learn and practice its precepts. “Thoroughly 
furnished unto every good work.” 

Earth itself is changed into the likeness of 
Heaven as we gaze into this looking glass, for 
behind and above the first picture, we see a sec- 


' of the world we see a “Stone’”’ 
_ hands filling the earth. The knowledge of th 
shall cover the earth as the waters cove 
_the sea. Righteousness, justice and peace will 
| reign. -Fruitfulness, joy and gladness wil] mark 
_ its path. The King who sits upon the throne says 
“Behold I make all things new.” 
_ the promise of our King. Our fears for the worl 


recognize this old world. 
We get terribly blue and pessimistic as WE see 


the picture reflected in our daily papers and x 


it appears in the Bible also, until we gaze lon 


_ enough and then beyond the dismal appea 
_ the world as it now is, r of what j 


we see another of what ; 
shall be when God has finished His purpose fp 
for the world. In the midst of the kingdoms 
cut out withoy 


We can trust 


pass away, and peace comes to our souls. 

I beg you, then, to use your Bible as you us 
your looking glass, many times a day. Look often 
and look long until its pictures thrill and master 


and control your heart and mind and life. 


As we look, let us pray, “Show me myself,” 


“Show me thyself.’”’ “Change me from sinner t 


saint,” “Change me from glory to glory.” “Come 


out of the mirror and come into the world,” 


“Rend the Heavens and come down.” 

And best of all, “Come out of the mirror and 
come into my heart.” “Amen, come, Lord Jesys 
come quickly.”’ 


*Mount Mourne, N. C. 


The Times Are Calling 


| By Rev. W. Humphreys Armistead* 

‘Surely, these terrible times are calling us all 
to more serious appraisals of our religion—of the 
‘Church, of our own spiritual and moral needs, 
‘and responsibilities as members of the Church 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Unless the Church would 
be guilty of inertia, and a moral cowardice in the 
presence of this tremendous day of need and 
opportunity, it must make great forward strides 
in the fulfillment of its holy mission. To this end 
we as members must get more real religion into 
our daily living, and into our work and worship. 

We must realize better that the Church was 
created for the worship of God in fellowship that 
ministers to our deepest spiritual needs; for a 
fellowship of love with one another; and for the 
incomparable task of making Christ and His 
Gospel of righteousness and peace the guiding 
light and healing power for this confused, broken 
and bleeding world. 

We must get better into our consciousness 
that our declared purpose, when we came into 
the Church, that we would, by God’s help, en- 
deavor to live faithful Christian lives, and _ the 
vows we took on becoming officers in the Church 
that we would “study the peace, unity, edification 
and purity of the Church,” are to be kept ir- 
violate for the honor of the Church, and for the 
preservation of our Christian testimony and in- 
fluence. | 

We must so rediscover the Word of God i 
its plain teaching that we will give it an honored 
place in our hearts and homes to the rebuilding of 
God’s broken altars, to the moral and spiritual 
reinforcement of our children, that they may not 
be carried about with every wind of false doctrine, 
or be playthings of the winds of passion but may 
become stalwart standard-bearers of the Christian 
way of life. , 3 
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We must become more disturbingly conscious 
of our sins: the sins of half-hearted reverence 
and love for God, for His Word and for His 
day; the sin of allowing business, pleasure, the 
love of ease and convenience, to elbow the high 
interests of Jesus Christ and His Church off of 
His right-of-way and into the _ side-roads of 
secondary considerations. 

Surely, these strange and terrible days are 
calling God’s people back to Him; back to His 
Word; back to prayer. Calling to repentance that 
brings deep contrition of heart, and a renewed 
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offering of all unto Him that His Church may 
manifest the glory of Christ in its ministry to 
suffering humanity, and that believers may be 
more ready to endure the baptism of fire which 
multitudes must experience before our armies 
win the victory on the fields of battle. Let us 
_ pray; “O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy 
upon us according to thy lovingkindness, and 
baptize us anew with Thy Holy Spirit in convict- 
ing, cleansing, and revitalizing power!” 


*Montreat, N. C. 


The Old Year Gone - The New Year Dawning 


By Rev. Samuel McPh. Glasgow, D.D.* 


Viewing Life At The Far End 
AN OLD MAN’S VERDICT ON LIFE 


The Golden Sunset The Gospel Gives 
Then Sunrise With Him Forever 


A strange terror has gripped the race and rooted 
down deep in the human heart: the terror of old 


age. Its inevitableness, its apparent tyranny and — 


life’s apparent defeat under its attack, all strike 
terror to the human heart. Is there any word, any 


sure, good word for God’s children here? Paul the | 


Aged says: 


“IT am already being offered, and the time of 
my departure is at hand. I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the course, I have 
kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up 
for me the crown of righteousness which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me 
that day; and not to me only, but to all them 
also that have loved his appearing.” . 

II. Tim. 4:6,7,8. 


“Grow old along with me! 

The best is yet to be, 

The last of life, for which the 
first was made: 

Our times are in his hand | 

Who saith, ‘A whole I planned,’ 

Youth shows but half; trust God 
see all, nor be afraid!’’ 


Thus Robert Browning, that mighty philosopher, | 


bravely views life at the far end. ‘ 


Each passing year only marks progress towards © 
that fellowship when time shall be no more. Un-— 
less untimely death shall cut us down ere life is | 
finished and completed, we shall all grow old. We 
speak of growing old gracefully, and thus we de-— 
scribe one who adjusts to life’s changing strength | 
and kaleidoscopic scenes and meets them all with > 


grace and courage undiminished. For the Chris- 


tians, I believe we can further say that we should 
not only grow old gracefully, but that we should 
grow old gladly and triumphantly, for old age 
only brings us nearer and nearer to life’s supreme 


experience. 


Mecthnikoff, the great Russian Scientist, made 
profound discoveries among the microbes that at- 
tack the human body. He also discovered those 
benign microbes called phagocytes that are the 
enemies of the hostile germ life and that literally 


eat the. hostile germs alive thus the 
body. When he felt old age coming on he began 
to bestir himself to ward it off. He commanded 
all his scientific ability to defeat its advance, 
but he died at 71, drinking Bulgarian buttermilk 
and fighting a losing battle and with no known 
alliance with the King of Kings whom he was then 
to meet face to face. Ah, beloved, science can 
help and lift for the physical and the mental, but 
cannot reach to the deeper needs of the spiritual, 
and it cannot neutralize the approach and power 
of old age nor offer any philosophy that can 
illumine its shadows. 

Growing old is a serious business for it brings 
us to life’s greatest change, the end of the 
threshold and the entrance of the endless. Let us 
think, therefore, thoughtfully for a few minutes 
this morning about this great subject. A gifted 
ministér of our Church, preaching at the Synod of 
Appalachia, discussing this subject, quoted some 
very striking thoughts. Among others, this: ““Some- 
one has said ‘the devil has no happy old men.’ ” 
A life lived for pleasure in sin and with Satan 
insures an old age of tragedy and a sunset behind 
the clouds. Someone has further described such a 
life: “Its youth is a blunder; its manhood is a 
losing struggle; its old age is a regret.” 


But note, beloved, the contrast in the words 
that I have read in your hearing, the words of 
an old man. Can you not feel the firm tread of 
his feet as he moves on toward the mystic un- 
known with steady, sustained step? Can you not 
hear the fine timbre of his voice in its tones of 
confidence and cheer as he sounds forth the hope 
that belongs to those that belong to God? How 
gracious and magnificent, how glorious and 
radiant with promise, is Paul’s view of life at its 
far end and his verdict upon the closing days 
of our earthly chapter! He is now Paul the aged. 
Behind him is a life of almost unequalled activity, 
—going, giving, speaking, serving, suffering. He 
is now in prison, perhaps in the very Mamertine 
cell that is shown to visitors in Rome today, a 
little circular stone cell far down in the earth 
with its only opening a round hole in the ceiling 
through which the prisoner must be let down 
into this dark and cramped inclosure. He senses 
that the end of life is at hand. For him it holds no 
terrors whatsoever. Under these circumstances we 
hear him speak and give an old man’s verdict on 
life and his evaluation of its closing days. 


I. The Present. 


“I am already being offered, and the time of 
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my departure is come.’’ Over Paul’s Present we 
would write the word “Calm.”’ With him there is 
none of the fussy, fuming which is the grandchild 
of early selfishness. For him there is no poignant 
pain and regret which is the offspring of a life 
that has followed the paths prohibited. For him 
there is none of the depressed hopelessness which 
is the legitimate child of a wasted life;—but there 
is a calm assurance, a glorious peace: sufficient 
unto the day is the Christ-Companionship that is 
his. He is standing face to face with life’s greatest 
adventure, and as the days come and go in his 
prison life they are filled with a glow and a joy 
supernal. 


He says: “I am already being poured out as 
a drink-offering, and the time for me to lift 
anchor and sail out of the harbor of life on to 
God’s sea of eternity and endless, open fellow- 
ship with Himself is at hand.’’ He uses two strik- 
ing figures in his words descriptive of his present 
estate. He says that life here with all of its 


interests, its possibilities, its contacts, its loves; — 


is being forevermore served; that it is being 
poured out like water which can never be gathered 
together again. Thus he declares the solemn 
finality of our present estate that is swiftly pass- 
ing for every one of us. A second figure is that of 
a stately ship that has anchored for a little while 
in the harbor that it may receive its valued 
cargo and all the contributions of the surrounding 
territory, which sacred charge it will carry forth 
over the high seas to its destination. And thus 
Paul says: “I am about to weigh anchor and cut 
loose all the shore moorings and launch out upon 
the sea of heaven and home and God’s presence 
and the larger and richer and more conscious be- 
ginnings of life eternal.’”’ What a majestic Calm 
rests upon the soul of this servant of God in the 
present! 


Il. The Past. 


“T have fought the good fight, I have finished 
the course, I have kept the faith.’”’ He turns and 
looks back down the pathway of life and he sees 
the days of his Pharisee ambitions and his bitter 
antagonism to Jesus. He remembers the noon-day 
light of the Damascus Road, and all the testing 
and costly experiences of the way of the Gentile 
to Whom he was made Apostle; and over the 
past we must write the word “‘Redeemed.”’ It has 
all been redeemed for Paul by this blessed Christ, 
and since the day of their meeting face to face 
and Paul’s discovery of Jesus as Savior and Lord 
he has allied himself with this Christ in redeeming 
the time and buying up the hours and packing 
them full of devotion and loyalty, sacrifice and 
service. 


“T have fought the good fight.’”’ He does not 
say “fa” good fight. There is but one good fight. 
It is the good fight that stands hostile to all evil 
and sin. He met intrenched opposition with un- 
flinching courage and bravery. He never gave up. 
He never yielded. His body might crumple under 
‘oe = stones at Lystra, but his spirit neve 

owed. 


“T have finished the course.’’ He kept on keep- 
ing on with unlagging faithfulness as it led him 
away from home and kindred; awav from land 
and custom; as it threw him into the midst of 
hostile mobs and drove him far out on the fields 
of life; motived by a single passion, that knowing 
his Lord, he might make Him known. 


“T have kept the faith.”” He preserved the faith 
from mildew by disuse or souring by vicious COn- 
tact; and kept it pure, full, and true. | 


What a matchless thing to have such a back. 
ground for the far end of life! No wonder heaven 
is an ecstasy for such a princely soul! During the 


_ dire days of testing and trial he had built in t 


the life eternal all the gems that would make it 


_ scintillate with glory when it was made manifes 
by God. 


Ill. The Future. 


“Henceforth there is laid up for me the crow, 


of righteousness which the Lord, the righteoys 


judge, shall give to me in that day, and not to me 
only, but also to all them that have loved his 


_ appearing’’; and over the future now opening as 
-a golden sunrise before the eyes of this faithfy 
follower and masterful leader, we must write the 
“Glorious.” 


I wonder if you have noticed the definite ar. 
ticle in this peroration of the Apostle Paul. What 
a marvelous comfort and strength definiteness js 
to the human soul concerning its untried and w- 
known experiences! This Apostle does not use 
words of slippery uncertainty about this great 
future experience of the life endless. He has said: 
“IT know Whom I have believed.”’ About it he has 
said: ‘‘We know that if the earthly house of this 
tabernacle be dissolved we have a building of 
God.”’ And here in this text of ours note the same 
definite drift: “I have fought THE good fight, I 
have finished THE course, I have kept THE faith: 
henceforth there is laid up for me THE crown of 
righteousness which THE Lord THE righteous 
judge shall give to me in that day!” “THE good 
fight!” “‘THE course!” “THE crown of righteous- 
ness!” THE Lord, THE righteous judge!’ Ah, 
yes, the definite article, the positive certainty 


_belongs to the Christian at the far end of life. No 


hasty, restless, feverishness need mark his latter 
end for the God of the Endless Life is his Master 
and his Friend. 


Just as babyhood is for the youth and youth 
is for manhood, and manhood is for old age, so 
life here is for life eternal, the last for which the 
first was planned. 


This old man’s verdict on life declares_ that 
the theory is false which speaks of declining 
years and darkening days as though life dwindled 
and failed after its peak experience in middle age. 
Such observations have only to do with the 
physical and the mental. They do not obtain 
with the Spiritual; and though these bodies of 
ours shall weaken, and through suffering and 
pain shall finally fail to function, we know that 
this corruptible shall put on incorruption. We 
know that there is a natural body and there 1s 4 
spiritual body; for .the first man Adam was 4 
living soul, but the last was a Life-giving Spirit. 
“The first man was of the earth, earthly; the 
second man is of heaven,” and even regarding 


our bodies we know that we shall be changed; 
for this corruptible shall put on incorruption, and 


this mortal shall put on immortality, and_ then 


shall come to pass the saying that is written, © 


‘Death is swallowed up in victory.” Regarding 
our minds which sag and grow soon weary an 
which become fogged and unreliable in declining 
yea’s, we know that in Yonder Land every ¢@ 
pacity shall be quickened and renewed and en- 
larged, and that we shall know even as we are 
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known, and that that future holds for us mental 
reaches and mental experiences of which we have 
never here dreamed. 

But the real man, the spiritual man! Oh! what 
the end of life promises to him! Release from all 
that hampers and thwarts; our highest and purest 
and noblest desires unfettered, faring forth into 
, spiritual and sinless heaven. The spirits of just 
men made perfect shall be forever spirit with 
spirit and all redeemed spirits with the Triune 
Cod in the happy home of the blessed. : 

The Apostle cries that the end of life means 
“he crown,” the crowning day, the crown of 


righteousness which the Lord Jesus Himself the 
righteous Judge shall award to His faithful and 
devoted servant, and not to him only, but also to 
all them who had had their faces turned to the 
living Christ, who believed in Him as Savior and 
Master, and who through faith loved His appear- 
ing. This, beloved is an old man’s verdict upon 
life. This is the way the Christian views life at 
the far end. 

The old year is gone. The new year is dawning. 
Life is moving swiftly to its climax. 


*First Presbyterian Church, Savannah, Ga. 


| Sovereignty And Freedom 


By Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D.* 


In the final paper of this series on the heart of 
Calvinism, the point of emphasis is the connection 
of the subject with evangelism. Calvinism stands 
or falls on two theses, equally revolting to the 
natural mind, each strictly Biblical. The whole 
system is flung between two foci: The absolute 
sovereignty of God; the utter depravity of man. 
Intermediately lies evangelism. 


Who effects salvation? Who are the saved? We _ 


believe that salvation is of grace,—we mean, all 


of grace. Also salvation pertains to the lost: others | 


have no need of it. Inasmuch as everything that 


enters into redemption comes from God, why | 
should men object that the power to believe is in- | 
cluded? Otherwise salvation is not of grace but | 
of works, and the Scriptural plan is denied. If | 
God be sovereign in creation and in providence, | 
why should it be held a thing incredible that He © 


should also be sovereign in salvation? And this 


seems the more reasonable in view of the fact 
that the saved are in no wise conscious of any | 
coercion or of loss of liberty in their exercise of — 
faith. Constantly we must remember the word 


of our Lord: “Without Me ye can do nothing.” 


What hope is there humanly speaking that any 
should accept the Savior? Yet men do accept, 
repent, believe, unite with the Church. The sole | 


explanation is that God is in the transaction. He 
draws: we follow. ‘‘What have we that we did not 
receive?” There were two thieves on crosses at 
Calvary: who can account for the difference be- 
tween them save God? If salvation be not of God 
then none can ever have any assurance of it. We 


believe that “Christ died for our sins.’’ But what | 
does that signify? Arminianism holds that He died 
‘simply to cancel the guilt of Adam, so that the © 


race of man is rendered salvable only. This moves 
towards universalism. With it goes the supposition 


that God elects to salvation those whom He sees > 


will of themselves repent and accept the proffered 


salvation, which encourages the idea that salvation © 
depends on man rather than on God. Side by side — 
with this is the notion that one may fall from — 
grace and finally perish. Such attitude sees no 
sovereign God, no predicable salvation. On the | 
other hand, Calvinism teaches that irrespective of | 


actual or probable character or good works, the 


Savior died for certain chosen ones, vicariously, | 


as a sacrifice for sin, and that He actually saves 


them. Here is particularism. (To say that the 


saved are few does scant justice to Calvinism). 
Now it is in this atmosphere that problems arise. 


I. Of the two objections which I note regarding 


Calvinistic evangelism, the first is logical. If God 
not only knows but foreknows, and foreordains, 


why should we concern ourselves with the matter 


of introducing others to Him? And conversely, 
as men are dead in sins, impotent touching good- 
ness, where is the place of human effort in their 
behalf? Also, why does God call, and urge men 
to call, upon others, to do what in the nature 
of the case they cannot do? | 

1. In reply, let it be said first that whereas 
doctrine is ordinarily of great incentive to prac- 
tical work, no doctrinal difficulty should be made © 
an excuse for neglecting revealed obligation. 

2. The Bible overflows with evangelism, explicit 
and implicit. From ‘“‘Where is thy brother?’ to 
“The Spirit and the bride say come,’ we are 
moved to take interest in and assume responsibility 
for our: fellowman. No Christian can gainsay the 


Great Commission, whatever else he may do or 


not do with it. Here is known duty. 

3. God’s foreordination is one not of ends 
only but also of means unto those ends. If 
He elected the Ethopian, He also directed the 
agent Philip, and He chose the instrument, the 
Word, unto his salvation. The Bible is replete with 
invitation and exhortation to men to move, to 


- act, to do, treating them as though their own 


efforts cast the die. The burden seems so evi- 
dently placed on man. Also common sense falls 
into line; and consciousness co-incides. Calvinism 
holds that the set of Scripture is contrary to these 
impressions of ours. But whatever the paradox, 
only the Lord Jesus Christ saves, not doctrine. 
Arminian and Calvinist alike enter into life by 
trusting in the Lord alone for salvation, whatever 
the source of that trust! I prefer to call these ex- 
pressions of the Bible “theomorphisms.”’ (Anthro- 
pomorphism: things which God does not do, but 
which it appears that He does; attributing to God 
the characteristics of men. Theomorphism: things 
which man cannot do, but which it appears that 
he does; attributing to man the virtues of God.) 
And we must remember that the Book, as also 


_the Lord of the Book, is human as well as divine. 


Of the many examples here, I cite Zech. 1:3: 
“Turn ye unto me... . and I will turn unto you. 
.’ If this, on the Calvinistic basis, sounds 
impossible, I answer that the “call” is the very 
means which God uses to dispose men towards Him 
rightly. But for such call none would turn. Save 
for His invitation we would be ignorant of His 
grace. So far then from proving that we are 
initiators in salvation, or that we are free regard- 
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ing the good, Zechariah’s word simply shows God’s 
love in offering grace and His dependability in 
assuring acceptance. The. call of the Lord there- 
fore is itself the actual means which He the 
Sovereign employs to effect His gracious purpose. 


4. One of the many paradoxes of Scriptures as 
of life is that the inability of the sinner does 
not negate his duty to God nor revoke his ac- 
countability to his Maker. Ability is not the meas- 
ure of obligation. In connection with the federal 
headship of Adam, men are as certainly under 
orders to obey the law after, as before, the Fall. 
Just here the Savior steps into the breach: again 
is demonstrated the Sovereignty of God. If we 
read; “Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from 
the dead, and Christ shall give thee light,’ the 
impotence in the former part sets in clear frame 
the grace of the latter. If “The dead shall hear 
the voice of the Son of God; and they that hear 
shall live,” then those who do hear are those 
only whom He revives. God gives the power to do 
what He requires,—here in part is our answer. 
The call in such cases shows the incapacity of 
man on the one hand, and on the other, the 
sovereignty of God and His grace. Humility is 
deepened, dependence on God is illuminated: we 
are drawn closer to Him from Whom all blessings 
flow. We do what humanly speaking cannot be 
done. We use the means intrusted to us; and such 
instruments in the power of the Spirit of God, do 
effective work. With men it is impossible; but 
with God all things are possible! | 


II. The second objection to Calvinism is ethical. 
Here we meet theological problems that bring 
doubts. This system, it is said, puts God in bad 
light, since it teaches that He offers salvation to 
some whom He knows will not, and cannot, 
accept. Calvinism is charged with bringing into 
question the probity of God; it “makes the Lord 
mock men, and shows His preacher a fool.” Also 
on the Calvinistic basis men say that Scripture 
is not forthright in its many offers of salvation 
and in its worldwide invitation, which imply that 
all men can be saved by believing. Further men 
tell us that the God of Calvinism is hard, cold, 


austere, forbidding, as over against the “God of 


the Bible.’’ We turn to these: 


1. It is clear that not all are saved to whom 


the Gospel is preached. The only attitude there- 
fore that a Calvinist can assume is that it was 
not intended that the unsaved should be saved. 
But the Gospel is proclaimed in order to save 
folk. So that if in the hope of saving some the 
message is presented to all, that can involve no 
injustice on God’s part. He cannot be said to be 
guilty of duplicity regarding those’ who do not 
accept if, in the interest of the many who do 
believe, the proffer is made to all alike. Preachers 


are not judges: they are ministers, ambassadors. - 


We do not know who is saved: we are assured 
only that all who believe will be saved. We there- 
fore preach necessarily to all or to none. So, our 
forebears have put the matter. 

2. The theologian shows the way out of diffi- 
culty by explaining that God can be represented 
adequately to our minds in such matters as these, 
by stressing His preceptive attitude as distinguished 
from His decretive purpose. (See Girardeau, op- 
cit. p. 341ff). Here as elsewhere we can dis-. 
cover light on God’s character by noting what 
He does. For example Abraham received command 
to offer up his son. But the charge must have 
been a precept rather than a command which in- 
volved the purpose of God, else Isaac would have 


surely been sacrificed. Also God co | 

Pharaoh to let Israel go; but the King ry Rey 
did not let them go. For this we must say eithe 
that God’s will was thwarted (impossible!) 
that the command is not to be confused with the 
purpose of Deity which nothing could haya 
rendered ineffective. These illustrations throw 
light on such passages in the Bible as, “He igs long. 
suffering to usward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 
and ‘‘Who will have all men to be saved. ,. » 
(As to why He does not decree the salvation of 
all, we cannot say; that has been hid from oy 
eyes). Will anyone maintain that God could not 
save all, if that were His purpose? When therefore 
the Scripture tells us that He does not gaye 
all, we are compelled to interpret these indicated 
passages as meaning less than intention on the 
part of the Almighty. (See Webb: Christian Sq). 
vation .... Gm 


We can come closer home: take the case of 
Judas. In his instance, the Lord offered salvation 
to one at least whom He knew would prove re. 
creant. Does any accuse the Savior of duplicity? 
Nor did Judas charge Him with wrong-doing, 
Neither was there anything from our standpoint 
to prevent Judas from accepting salvation. He him- 
self confessed the rather that he had sinned ip 
that he had “betrayed innocent blood.” Again, 
the Lord preached to Chorazin and Bethsaida; but 
not all repented. Was He ignorant of the fact that 
some would reject. Is He therefore unethical? 
Remember the record, you who doubt, that it was 
the Savior who cried: “Come unto Me all ye...” 
and “If any man will. . . .”” For these reasons we 
must say that if God “commands all men to re- 
pent,”’ and all do not repent, then either God is 
not sovereign, or His command differs from His 
purpose. For this it is said that He commands 
what is right: He decrees what He determines to 
accomplish. (Calvin’s reasons why mention is 
made of all when grace is given only to some, 


one may read: Inst. LL.XXIV). 


I conclude then that neither the thought that 
some will not believe nor the fact that some are 
not ordained to believe, should deter us from 
preaching fully, freely, and in all sincerity. In 


' no case can the agent tell who is to be acted 


upon. That those who will not accept are known 
to God, does not alter the case. It is not our 
business to prove or to vindicate the Bible: it 
is our solemn and sworn duty to declare the terms 
of salvation and to exhort all to conform to the 
known will of God, Who seeks their welfare but 
violates no man’s conscious liberty. 

3. Regarding the ‘whosoever’ texts and _ the 
universal calls of Scripture, it is to be remembered 
that they must be brought into line with the gen- 
eral sense of the Word of God. One cannot legiti- 
mately allow individual passages to govern the 
whole body of Biblical data. John 3:16 is the out- 
standing reference here. ‘World’? must be taken 
in two distinct senses according to usage in the 
Bible. There is the “world” of the saved and the 
‘‘world” of the unsaved. For example, “The world 
knew Him not” means one world: it is another 
world to which “the bread of God giveth life.” 
Again, “The Lamb of God . . . taketh away the 
sin of the world,”—that looks to the world which 
is composed of the saved; but in the statement, 
me have chosen you out of the world,” the term 
world” refers to the unsaved. (See, Webb p. 212) 
John 3:16 must refer then to the saved “world.” 
The second part of the text sets the limits of the 


94 
jo. 19 


first pal 
doubt th 
has 
may no 
but we 
that wh 
cometh 
eer the 
bility ca 
ling fea 
none Wé 
who WOl 
Any 
gong W 
point a 
knoweth 
ask Hin 
pray 
theref ox 
finds fe 
electing 
thus meé 
such cr 
the fact 
have ar 
shall re 
not all 
on accc 
lose yO 
and the 


icated 


integra’ 
4, Is 
against 
ism’s D 
It is t 
potent 
Biblica 
the kin 
of chai 
all that 
with n 
sternne 
hood a 
an Old 
New T 
of the 
God is 
inaw 
of God 
the ra 
of Go 
the w 
claims 
omits 
featur 
acteris 
sake 
man. 
fear h 
that i: 


the 
philos 
repen 
in Hi: 
ture | 
and 
Il, 
tors | 
OWes 
cuse, 
W 
saved 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 13 


Jon. 1944 


st part. But none needs on such account to 
jubt the general love of complacency which God 
is towards all mankind. And so we preach. We 
nay not comprehend the fact that only “all which 
the Father hath given” Him shall come to Him; 
wt we must and do take Him at His word, in 
tht which we clearly understand: “him that 


ometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out.”” What- | 


wer the difficulty of our doctrine, our responsi- 
tility cannot be a matter of dubiety. In the wed- 
jing feast, all were called, some were compelled, 
none was shut out: only those failed to partake 
would not come in... 


Any who presses antipathy to the universal call 
jong with particular redemption, may find the 
pint a boomerang. The Lord says: “Your Father 
inweth what things ye have need of before ye 
sk Him.”” But He also says; ‘‘After this manner 
pay ... ” Because God knows and orders, is it 
therefore illogical to pray? Hardly. So, if one 
fnds fault with Calvinism on account of God’s 
decting some, while offering salvation to all,— 
this making God “guilty of duplicity,” what will 
sch critic say to Biblical prayers in the face of 
the fact that God knows beforehand what we can 
hve and will have! He commands; ‘‘Ask and ye 
shall receive . . .”; but He knows in advance that 
not all will be granted. If you jettison Calvinism 
mn account of paradox you may on such account 
lse your Bible. The whole philosophy of prayer 
and the complete program of evangelism are pred- 


f icated on the conscious freedom of man and are 


integrated into the sovereignty of God. 


4. Is the “God of Calvinism” to be set over 
against the God of the Bible? I deny that Calvin- 
ism’s Deity is harsh,—I mean, harsher than God is. 
It is to be expected that the Lord God Omni- 
potent will have some aspects of fearfulness: 
Biblical saints have thought so. A person can erect 
the kind of God he pleases, but he should beware 
of charging a caricature to the Bible. If we take 
all that is revealed about God, we shall find justice 
with merey, severity tempered by goodness. The 
sernness of a parent is as representative of father- 
hod as gentleness. God as a Father is first of all 
an Old Testament revelation; and the God of the 
New Testament, as also of our Lord, is the God 
of the Old Dispensation. Acquainting men with 
God is the whole task of the preacher compressed 
ina word; but that means more than the goodness 
of God. What is the difference in principle between 
the radical who says the Bible contains the word 


of God, presuming to decide for himself what 


the word of God is, and the conservative who 
claims that his is the true picture of God, but 
mits the objectionable though equally inspired 
features ‘in the same Book as delineates the char- 
acteristics that suit his fancy; God will not for- 
sake His sovereignty in answer to the whim of 
man. “The secret of the Lord is with them that 
fear him’; then, His sovereignty converts to grace 
that is guaranteed by it; and as we are drawn to 
the God of the Bible, the problems both of 
philosophy and life tend to dissolve. Like Job we 
repent in dust and ashes when we see the King 
In His beauty. Objections here are against Scrip- 
ture before they touch Calvinism! ‘‘Fear the Lord 
and rejoice” is still good advice. ? 

III. Before I present some mitigating fac- 
tors let me introduce a pemmican paragraph. God 
owes naught to any: each sinner is without ex- 
cuse. All are justly condemned; and to leave them 
80 would not be unjust. If any is saved, he is 


saved by grace not by obligation. Either all are 


lost (false) or all are saved (untrue), or some 
are in both categories (Biblical). 
saved? Either by the Lord or by self. The latter 
is ruled out by facts: God alone saves. But God 


How is one 


saves some persons, not all. On what basis we do 


not know: why, we don’t understand. But if some 
only are saved, it must be according to the inten- 


tion of God to the glory of His grace. If others 


are passed by, then Calvinism concludes that it is 


to the glory of His justice. There are vessels of 


wrath: there is the potter, and the clay. This is 
hard doctrine. We live in a terrible world, were 
not the fearfulness relieved by certain facts, as 
‘say, 
human Saviour. Here are two clear factors which 


a sovereign God and a victorious divine- 


serve to relieve the severity of realistic Calvinism: 


1. The number of the saved. “If the righteous 
scarcely be saved” is not a proof-text for Cal- 


vinism. The Lord Christ won a victory on Calvary. 


If few only are saved in the long run, then history 


cannot attest the cross as a triumph. One-third of 
the race die in infancy: we account them saved. 
- That the number saved is certain, 
affects the final figure. Election refers to manner 
and not to number. “Thousands of thousands and 
ten thousand times ten thousand” sounds opti- 
- mistic. The older theologians said that the number 
of the saved will be in reference to the number 
unsaved, as the people now out of jail are to those 
in prison. 


in no way 


2. Even more encouraging is the human side of 


_ salvation. Election is shot through the Book. Cal- 
vin did not start it. In the Old Testament some 
— eolor is given to the idea that election is to service 
and privilege; but in the New Testament certainly 
- there can be no doubt of its reference to sal- 
vation. John, 
and other books are clear-cut, emphatic. The doc- 
_trine needs no apology in any sense of the word. 
So far as we know, the only limit regarding the 
number saved is that involved in the ward believe. 
If for God the limits of salvation are defined, a 


Romans, Ephesians, Peter,—these 


definition is also placed in man’s hands: for the 


only method by which we can estimate the number 
elected is to count the number of those who accept 
the Savior. Surely no fault can be charged against 
- God if on the one hand He tells us that election is 
a fact, and on the other He adds that only those 
who believe are elect. And the Scripture makes 
it plain that men do not refuse the offer of sal- 
vation because God rejects them, but the reverse! 
- Our concern is not, “Who is elect?” but “Who 
will believe?” It seems odd that men should so 


stoutly complain against a fact of which they are 
not conscious and a force which they do not feel. 
No man has yet charged God with refusing to 
save: each knows that any failure lies at his own 
door. And as Calvin so fondly and often quotes 
from Augustine: “Whom God draws, He draws 
willing.”’ 


If the new chapter in the Confession of Faith 
was added to tone down Calvinism, it were a 
shame to retain it. On the other hand, Chapter X 
no more necessarily contravenes Chapter III than 
do the paradoxical parts of the Scripture, on which 
Calvinism builds, cancel each other! Ours is a 
doctrinal Church, a confessional Assembly. We 
have a heritage and a history which bequeath to 
us great belief-and great enterprise. Evangelism 
may appear abstractly to be the illogical con- 
comitant; but it is traditionally, presently, and 
permanently, an inevitable and an _ ineradicable 
component of the Calvinistic system. The great 
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evangelists of Christendom have been Calvinists! 
At one extreme lies Arminianism, stressing man’s 
part in salvation, which, in the sense noted, we 
do not deny: at the other extreme is Calvinism, 
insisting on God’s uniqueness in redemption, His 


all-ness, to which for dear life, we cling. It is in > 


such connection that John Newton’s reputed re- 
mark is a propos: that to high Calvinists he was 
reckoned an Arminian; and that by staunch Ar- 
minians, he was accounted a Calvinist; and for 
this, he felt that he must be somewhere near the 
center of truth! Under Divine compulsion there- 
‘ fore we “pray as if all depended upon God and 
- work as though everything depends on us.’ 


It is unfortunate that Calvinism should be so 


often associated with difficult doctrine rather 
than with successful service. We do not have 
to understand: it is ours to do. Mark Twain gai 
that what he could not understand about the 
Bible did not worry him: it was what he could 
understand. A Calvinistic sinner saved by the grace 
of a sovereign God thanks the Omnipotent Lor 


» that men have a revelation of a perfect standard 
for a world-wide program, and that they have a 


power to meet it. For, when we read: “Go ye 
into all the world and preach the Gospel...” 
we also read: “I can do all things through Chris 
Which strengthenth 


*Austin, Tex. 


Is Tolerance Always Christian? 


By Rev. Robert Ervin Hough, D.D.* 


In certain quarters the Christian faith is 
bitterly assailed on the ground that it is too in- 
tolerant. The virtue of tolerance and the beauty 
of liberal mindedness in the religious realm are 
extolled as the panacea for all moral and spiritual 
ills. The issues and problems disturbing the world, 
so it is said, will never be settled until men learn 
to respect other people’s views, even though these 
views are antagonistic to the plain teaching of 
God’s revealed will. 


Tolerance has become a rather flexible word 
and is used to express many different shades of 
thought. But it usually means that one is to be 
regarded tolerant if he agrees to what the liberal- 
ist approves, and extremely narrow and intolerant 
should he think otherwise. Hence, in the esti- 
mation of many, easy going tolerance is more to 
be desired—even more important—than the Word 
of God itself. 


There is a tolerance that is just and necessary. 
No spiritually minded person will deny that fact. 
But it must be remembered there is also a just 
and necessary intolerance—a holy jealousy for the 
honor of God and the spiritual welfare of hu- 
manity—essential to one’s fidelity to God. Just as 
there is a listless, cowardly and unchristlike toler- 
ance, so there is an intolerance that is noble and 
just and Christlike. 


Not in recent years has there been such a 
tremendous effort put forth as at this very mo- 
ment to popularize easy going tolerance of any 
and every thing that may wear the cloak of re- 
ligious thought and activity. Tolerance of every 
kind of unscriptural views and _= questionable 
combinations is proclaimed and urged as a Chris- 
tian virtue and intolerance as the unpardonable 
sin. It is argued that those who entertain these 
unscriptural views are such amiable ‘and able 
people, that it would be unchristian to question 
the position and teaching of such characters—that 
their amiableness and intellectual ability should 
render their doctrine immune to all unfavorable 
judgment. Hence to challenge their position is to 
incur the infamy of being scornfully reproached 
as a recalcitrant and an intolerant obstructionist. 


It is indeed to be regretted that such gifted and 
generous hearted people have been caught in the 
meshes of erroneous doctrine and are busy pro- 


mulgating it. But the fact that such delightful 


people have been deluded by false views does not 
change the character of these deadly doctrines, 
or make it mandatory on faithful, God-fearing 
people to accept or tolerate supinely such teach. 
ings. Very likely many of the Pharisees who heard 
Christ’s teachings were fine characters, but as 
someone has said, “The hottest fires of bigotry 
are cold when compared with the scorching in- 
tolerance of Christ’s denunciation of their attitude 
and doctrine.” He was meek and lowly in heart, 
gracious, patient, and long-suffering in His deal- 
ings with men, but at the same time He was 
severely intolerant of anything contrary to the 
Father’s gracious will for men. And so must it be 


with Christianity. It, too, must be gracious and 


patient, but likewise intolerant toward all forms 
of compromise or combination with evil. Christi- 
anity should make no pact or federation with any- 
thing or anybody that is not in full accord with 


the teachings of God’s Word. Those who embrace 


its teachings, and accept the Saviour it offers, 
are never at liberty to fellowship with perverters 
of the truth or countenance any form of teach- 
ing which denies the fundamentals of the Christian 
faith, however attractive the person or doctrine 
may be. 


The teaching of the Scripture on this point, as 
on all others, is absolutely clear and unmistakable. 
One of the very first characters one meets in the 
New Testament is John the Baptist, the fore- 


runner of Christ, a rugged, uncouth man ex-— 


ternally, but one of the first types of yielded man- 
hood on record. Throngs waited on his ministry, 
and yet he never failed to preach an uncompromis 
ing and intolerant doctrine. He frankly told the 


-people—rulers, religious leaders, and all the rest 


—just where they stood religiously. He was not 
afraid to describe them as “a generation of vipers,” 
and to call upon everyone to repent and bring 
forth fruit worthy of such repentence. No doubt 
many of “the lovely and amiable people” thought 
John was too severe and intolerant, but despite 


the opinions of men, he continued to hew to the 


line until he sealed his testimony with his blood, 
and was accorded by his Master the praise of one 
who was faithful unto death. 


So it was with the teaching and preaching of 


the Lord. He never failed to make a definite, un- 
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mistakable distinction between truth and error, 
and to condemn the error wherever and in whom- 
sever found. In all His ministry it was either 
light or darkness, truth or error, right or wrong. 
There was no middle ground—no place for com- 


promise. Always it was, “the that is not with me is 
me’; and, “he that gathereth not with me © 

sattereth abroad.” “I am the way, the truth, ~ 

and the life; no man cometh unto the Father but | 


against 


by me.” 


The apostles, likewise, were not compromisers. — 
On the day of Pentecost, some fifty-odd days after — 
the crucifixion, and in the same city where it | 
had occured, Peter did not hesitate to charge | 
boldly the murderers to their faces with having 
taken and with wicked hands crucified and. slain — 


the Lord of glory. 3 


Paul’s uncompromising attitude both as to doc- — 
trine and example is too well known to need | 
stating here. But take one incident by way of | 
illustration. He heard with deep emotion of the | 
damaging effect of certain false teachers who | 
had invaded the Churches of Galatia. He was - 
moved by the Spirit to write the Churches a — 
letter in which he first expressed surprise at their | 
willingness to entertain false teaching. “I marvel,” | 
he declared, “that ye are so soon removed from | 
him that called you into the grace of Christ unto. 
another gospel: which is not another; but there 
be some that trouble you, and would pervert the | 
gospel.” Probably some of these teachers were | 
brilliant scholars and lovable characters, and in | 
the estimation of many the points of difference © 
in doctrine did not appear so important. But what — 
did Paul advise? Did he tell them that for the © 
sake of peace and harmony it might be well | 
during these difficult days to get together on some | 
great constructive program for the betterment of | 
the community, and let such minor matters as © 
doctrinal differences adjust themselves in a great > 
brotherhood movement? He did nothing of the — 
kind; and he would have been a traitor to the | 
cause of his Lord if he had even suggested such | 
a compromise. He told them plainly that what > 
was being offered them by these new, suave teach- — 
ers was false; and that “though we, or an angel > 
from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you © 
than that which we have preached unto you, let 
him be accursed.” And in the following verse Paul | 
repeated this anathema, thereby giving special | 
emphasis to it. Those who would argue for toler- | 
ance and compromise cannot claim Paul as an 


exponent of their doctrine. 


And there is John, commonly referred to as - 


“the apostle of love.” He, too, had some sharp 
and severe things to say on this subject. In his 


second epistle he wrote these words, “If there | 
come any one unto you, and bring not this doc- | 
trine (verse seven states the doctrine in ques-. 
tion), receive him not into your house, neither 


bid him God speed; for he that biddeth him God 
speed is partaker of his evil deeds” (II John 


1:10,11). Intolerance of false teachers was not in- 
consistent in John’s day, nor in our day, with 


Christian love and_ hospitality. 


Surely these enemies are enough to establish 
the fact that complacently tolerating everything 


In the form of religious teaching and fellow- 


shiping everyone who claims to be a teacher is 
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not the Christian spirit and attitude; but rather 
are we to maintain an unceasing watchfulness 
lest wolves wearing sheep’s clothing creep in un- 
aware. “Beloved,” wrote John concerning this 
matter, ‘“‘believe not every spirit, but try (prove) 
the spirits whether they are of God: because 
many false prophets are gone out into the world.” 
But how is the believer to prove them? By what 
standard is he to judge the doctrine? John gave 
the answer in these words: “Hereby, know ye 
the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 
And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh is not of God’”’ (I John 
4:2,3). And yet there are those who, denying 
outright the virgin birth of Christ and all the 
fundamental doctrines concerning Him, brazenly 
seek fellowship with those who believe these 
truths, and when that fellowship is not forth- 
coming the believers are accused of being in- 
tolerant and unbrotherly. | 

In view of the prevailing temper in the religious 
world, the need of the hour is not a growing toler- 
ance, but intelligent, Spirit-directed in- 
tolerance of every shade and form of false doc- 
trine. The history of the Christian Church teaches 
with all clarity and emphasis that tolerance does 
not mark the progress of Christianity but is the 
fatal sign of decline and apostasy. And to this 
end every believer needs to be fully instructed 
in the Word, and to watch for the first approach 
of error, and to resist any union with those who 
hold and propagate teaching “contrary to sound 
doctrine.”” Probably there has never been a day 
when perverters of the truth were as busy, as 
well prepared to make their approach attractive 
and plausible, and conditions more favorable as 
at this very moment. In ever increasing numbers 


_the religious appeasers and compromisers are aris- 


ing to urge their views so subtly as to deceive, if 
it were possible, the elect. “‘Let every one that 
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity,” 
take heed to the injunction to prove the spirits 
whether they are of God, and have no fellowship 
with the workers of darkness. 


*Jackson, Miss. 


“Wings For The Soul” 
Backward—Forward _ 


I stand upon the threshold of two years, 

And backward look, and forward strain my eyes, 
Upon blotted record fall my tears. 

While brushing them aside, a sweet surprise 
Breaks like a day-dawn on my upturned face 
As I remember all Thy daily grace. 


Thou hast been good to me; the burdened past 
Thou hast borne with me, and the future days 
Are in Thy hands, I tremble not, but cast 
My care upon Thee, and in praver and praise, 
Prepare to make the coming year the best 
Because of nobler work and sweeter rest. 


—Anonymous. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


The Foreign Mission 
Study Season 


January 1 to February 6 is the designated time 
when the local church in all departments should 
seek to inform herself about the missionary work 
of our Church. This Foreign Mission Season should 
be preeminently a time of real intercession. Only 
as our Church humbles herself before God can 
we succeed in the effort that is before us. 


Rich and daring experiences of men and women 
who have given themselves to the great adventure 
of making Christ known throughout the world will 
be revealed through the theme “Christian Ventur- 
ing.”’ In the place of a study book this year the 
reading material is presented in a packet entitled, 
“Patterns of Christian Venturing.’”’ This packet 
contains six special pamphlets, any one of which 
can be read at a sitting, and perhaps the entire 
packet read in an evening. 


The special objectives of the Foreign Mission 
Season are two in number; namely, Brazil and 
the Far Eastern Reoccupation Fund. It is always 
customary to set a financial goal and for this 
season it will be $150,000 for each objective. 


$150,000 for Brazil, Land of Opportunity—to 
be used for much needed buildings and for ex- 
pansion of the work. 


$150,000 for the Far Eastern Reoccupation 
Fund to be used “when the war is over.’’ The 
clear minds of our Church leaders have already 
caught the vision of the necessity of being pre- 
pared and ready for action when the way is made 
clear to reoccupy the mission stations in the 
Orient. To wait until the war is over would be too 
late, and never again do we want to hear the 
words—“‘too little and too late!’’ Three decades 
ago we failed in our Christian responsibility 
to Japan... The fleetest glimpse into the future 
will convince us that we cannot afford to repeat 
such a failure. 


As one enthusiastic missionary, who is yearning 
to get back to China, expressed it—‘‘We have the 
field, yes, Christless crowds ready to be claimed 
for Christ. We have the Friend who is depending 
upon us to make His name known and who has 
opened wide the door of opportunity. We now 
need to prepare the force—the personnel. Many 
missionaries will be needed. The future in mis- 
sions depends largely on what our home church 
does now.”’ That same missionary said, ‘‘Each time 
when a wonderful opportunity has presented itself, 
the Church has been unprepared to meet it. Is 
it going to be a case of ‘Lost Opportunity’ again? 
The price we have to pay for lost opportunities 
is too great. We do not dare fail to get ready 
for this next day of opportunity.”’ 


We might well say then, as goes our attitude 
toward the field, the Friend, the force, so goes 
the future of missionary endeavor in Brazil] and 
the Far East. The missionary minded people in 
all the churches must take the lead in arousing 
deeper concern. The challenge then is—be con- 
cerned, pray, give! 


A wealth of splendid material is available from 
the Educational Department of the Executive 


Committee of Foreign Missions. Plans and helps 
for a Church School of Missions or other types 
of mission study classes are also available. 


The January and February programs in the 
Woman’s Auxiliary—both the Circle and the Avy. 
iliary Inspirational—present Foreign Missions, and 
those should blend into the spirit of the Foreign 
Mission Study Season and make more effective 
the other programs presented. 


Stewardship Of Service 
_ By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


“In the service’, we hear and read on every 
hand, of our men and women who are wearing 
the uniforms of our national defense. They have, 
every one, accepted their responsibilities in pre- 
serving the basic freedoms of our Christian civili- 
zation. “Christian” civilization we call ours, but 
zit is only so in truth as we make Christ Himself 
- both its undergirding foundation and its permeat- 
ing atmosphere. Who of us, called Christians, are 
truly ‘‘in His service’? 

Not all so-called, we must honestly and sadly 
acknowledge. Nor can we regiment the Church, as 
the nation must for war, to compel our total men- 

bership to participate the service” done di- 
rectly in Christ’s Name. The only compulsion He 
acknowledges is love: ‘“‘the love of Christ con- 
straineth me’”’ “‘controls,” 
‘“‘moves,”’ are other translations of II. Corinthians 
5:14. To the degree that you are constrained, 
‘overmastered, controlled, moved by the love of 

Christ to enlist in His immediate service are you, 
in truth, a Christian steward. 


Only then, as your heart fills and overflows 
with this compelling love, can you determine the 
degree and channels of that stewardship; but here 
are some aids to growth in such a life. 


I. How can I decide what is God's service, for 
,me, among so many appeals? 


~ George Muller, that prince of Christian stewards, 
gives us this fourfold test: 


”~ “T must know four things, clearly (in choosing 
God’s call to me): First, -whether a work is: God's 
work (not a substitute of man’s devising). Second, 
whether it is my work (not work another should 
do rather than I). Third, whether this is God's 
time for this work (needed, now). Fourth, whether 
sit is God’s way” (to get this work done.) 


What channels. have I for a larger steward: 
ship of Service? 

Let’s begin with something every one of ws 
has, a home. Oh, yes, you have one, even though 
it is only a share in a bed, “for the duration,” of 
one room alone; a tiny efficiency apartment, 0 
‘a spacious country house. And your way of living 
in your home is your constant expression of 
Christian stewardship over one of earth’s most 
potent possessions. Among all the new claims this 
primary one still holds, and right now holds a key 
place in keeping our civilization Christian. What 
bee you doing for Christ in and through your 

ome? 
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Every one of us_ possesses also some special 
power; talent or trained ability for which Christ 
has need now as not for long centuries before 
this one. “God’s gifts to us are not assets but 
liabilities unless they are placed at His disposal,” 
whether health, education, influence, achieve- 
ments, special training as physician, nurse, teacher, 
artist, writer, librarian, musician, technician, 
gardener, seamstress; whether you wield best a 
broom or a violin, a typewriter or a needle or 
your own sweet voice in song or speech. Which 
is your talent for a larger stewardship? 

There is a third, more recently acquired channel 
for such service for all women, the power of the 
ballot, and the wide-open doors of expression in 


Christian citizenship. Christian stewardship is al- : 
ways twofold: (1) to win individual hearts for — 
Christ; and (2) to help produce those conditions — 


in which Christian living may find fullest de- 


velopment. Community service for Christ and in | 
His Name calls through such a multitude of voices | 


today that we surely need Muller’s test (above) 


to choose which one of them any woman can — 
Our present danger is of for-_ 


rightly answer. 
getting the first—which is first—in our new Zeal 


for the second; but if kept in God’s own order hf 
we shall find ourselves stewards of that best of © 
His “perfect gifts’—-His good grace in His Son, | 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


who is our only Saviour, individually and col- 


lectively. 


We would not fail to mention our stewardship © 
in those finest human relationships—as husbands, | 
wives, mothers, fathers, daughters, sisters, broth- | 
ers, friends, neighbors, while they are yet personal | 


relationships, before they widen into church or 


community calls for service. Again our danger is | 
in putting second things first, but if the “love | 
over- 


of Christ” really ‘‘constrains, controls, 


masters and moves”? us, we cannot miss the mark. 


We shall be both a blessing and be blessed in © 
Him whose very life and power become ours © 


through such abiding and obeying. 


— 


Those Things Which ... Remain 


New Year’s Messages: from the Secretary 

Of Woman’s Work, Chairman of Com- 

mittee on Woman’s Work, and Chairman 
of the Woman’s Advisory Committee. 


What a comfort there is in these words, especially . 
at a time when life is so full of insecurity and | 
uncertainty. As the New Year comes “out of the | 
silent places,’’ we are mindful that much has gone © 
out with it. We are glad that with it go our 

“mistakes and fears and failures.” But we know © 
that some things remain—faith, hope and love | 
abide. How good it is to remember that! And we ~ 
God who changeth not abides for- 


know that 
ever, 


“The nature of the spiritual life is that we are _ 


certain in uncertainty. We are uncertain of the 
next step, but we are certain of God.” He has 
never failed. He will never fail. We are called to 
go out, “not knowing whither,” but we know Him 


and He will go before! What security for to-. 


morrow is that! God will prevent us (go before 
us) “with the blessing of His goodness,” declares 


the Psalmist out of his experience of trust in 


God’s leadership through sorrow and difficulties, 


through joys and tribulations. In all he felt the 
assurance of certainty in the fact of God’s Pres- 


ence and the provision of every need. 


“Be still in God!.who rests in Him 
Enduring peace shall know 

And with a spirit fresh and free 
Through life shall cheerily go. 

Be still in faith! forbear to seek 
Where seeking naught avails; 

Unfold thy soul to that pure light 
From heaven which never fails.”’ 


God calls us to a new spiritual adventure in the 
year that is out ahead. There are so many millions 
who do not know the joy of answering that Call. 
Those who follow Him will be used to light up the 
dark places in this world, where He is not known. 
The message of the angels, “good tidings of great 
joy which shall be to all people’? awaits bearers of 
this glad news. This errand remains—His Pres- 
ence abides—His Command, “Go ye” challenges 
us to go out into the New Year, certain in un- 
certainty, obedient to love’s call, joyous in His joy. 


* —Janie W. McGaughey. 


The year that is past has held heartache, sorrow 
and tragedy for many here in the homeland. It 
has meant for some a new sense of the reality 
of God, a new understanding of eternal values, 
a new emphasis on the things that count; for 
others it has resulted in frustration and bitter- 
ness, discouragement and despair. The real test 
of Christianity lies in one’s attitude toward such 
experience. 

The Christian knows that God does keep watch 
over His own; that in Him is life and light and 
joy and peace; that nothing can touch those who 
are within the circle of His will. 

The year that is to come may be darkened by 
shadows of uncertainty and of fear, but the Chris- 
tian can stand fast on the certainty of God and 
His love, and face whatever comes with faith— 
knowing that faith is the victory that overcomes 
the world. He can face it with confidence, for if 
God be for us, who can be against us? 

The New Year will bring many glorious oppor- 
tunities to the Christian to make known the God 
of all comfort to those who have not found their 
peace in Him. 

The New Year calls for courageous Christians 
who will take a united stand on the firing line 
in the age-old battle against sin and evil. Let us 
go forward to meet the New Year in faith, not 
fear, clad in the whole armor of God, and willing 
to be used according to His Will. 


(Mrs. F. R.) Paxton M. Crawford. 
* K 


Greetings to the women of the Church as we 
stand on the threshold of another year! This will 
be one of unprecedented opportunity for service. 
As perhaps never before, we stand on the verge 
of the unknown, and it is to us, the Christian 
women of the nation, that loved ones, friends, and 
even strangers will turn for aid. We live in a 
world on fire with hate, and so we must face 
heartache and sorrow, but the challenge of our 
day is that we meet it with steady hearts and 
eyes that will enable us to look through personal 
and world suffering in steadfast faith and trust. 

How shall we see, and how shall we be able to 
guide others? Perhaps the answer comes through 
a young soldier who asked of his buddy the secret 
of marching and received the answer which he 
says changed his life, as well: ‘‘All you have to 
do is pick out something high and far against the 
sky—a tree, or steeple, or star—and then march 
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right toward it. You will go straight if you just this revelation (made in the Scriptures) to } Kind! 
look high enough.” His will for His Church. : ow! 


This is the year of all years to “look high,’ to 
keep our eyes fastened on the Prince of Peace, 
the Saviour of the world, to lift up to Him re- 


| While the writer is not desirous of implyin 
_ that this matter is one of supreme importance “ | 
does oppose this business of changing the Con, Mm’? 


been dragged down by bitterness and cynicism. P ular proposal because it will change 


the meaning of the passage in question. More. 
; over, the writer hopes that the brethren of the 
‘several Presbyteries which have not yet voted on 

this matter will consider seriously the advisability 7 “My s 


: May each of us look up, put our hand in His, and 
so make of every day a fresh adventure, a joyous 
sharing of His presence that will give us power 
for the tasks of the day and an urgent concern 


; of letting this paragraph stand as it is. The “that” ha 
for those who know Him not. which the Committee wants deleted is actuals ] she 
(Mrs. J. W.) Sally Lindsay McQueen. » necessary for the proper interpretation of the un 
| paragraph, and ought by all means to be retained 
_ Let us hold on to that “that!” “BB God 
Why Delete The ‘That’ After ‘Declare’ | | to 


*Charlotte, N. C. 
In Paragraph I, Chapter I, Of The 


— 


Confession Of Faith? — 
By Rev. Robert F. Boyd* | : Better Than Gold 
Among the suggested cr in Eemecolory | y Chaplain Charlton Hutton | 
in the Confession of Faith there is probably none “More to be desi 
about which there is more confusion and misunder- erg > sal sold.” ene A n gold, yea, than 
standing than the first, namely, that the “that”’ | Britt Ro 
be deleted after ‘‘declare” near the middle of the Lanterns Of The Lord ae 
first paragraph of Chapter I. The confusion arises F ied 
probably because of the or Comfort First 
, structure of this paragraph; but when the para- | “Be h : , 
graph is analyzed and each dependent clause A 
placed in direct conjunction with its independent 4 God set upon my lips a song , preac 
clause, the meaning of the paragraph becomes im- : And put a lantern in my hand.” of st 


mediately clear with the “that” retained in its 
proper —Joyce Kilmer. of f 


Now it is to be noted that God’s will for His ; —Psalm 119:105. St. 


Church is made known through the revelation of lee ‘ truth 
are they which tell us what we are to believe y shepherd—thats a want. me 
concerning God, and what God requires of us. —Psalm 23. aa 
If the suggested change should be approved, “I do not understand it all prenr 
the part of the paragraph in question would read IT could not if I would: tunit 
as follows: ‘‘. . . therefore it pleased the Lord, ) But this I know whate’er befall: felt 
at sundry times, and in divers manners, to reveal | That God is always good.” : to t] 
Himself, and to declare (in some way not speci- - R 8-39 of J 
fied) His will unto His church.” any 
It is evident from the grammar of the passage “Each loss is greatest gain : He | 
immediately before us that it pleased the Lord to If day by day ful 
do two things. God fills the place he x 
A. Retaining the “that’’, it pleased the Lord (1) Of all He takes away.” | gosp 
to reveal Himself, and (2) to declare that | —Philippians 3:8. that 
(revelation of Himself) (to be) His will unto His | (C. Glass) : ae 
Church. The making known of His will comes as Lo 
a natural result of that revelation. There is no “Often you may feel very lonely—but you never 
doubt Pet that Pel syntax of this alone!” —Matthew 28:20. 
passage makes the infinitive phrase “to revea 
—of the demonstrative “that”; and the “that” Apart. ohn 14:1-0. not 
is the object infinitive declare.” (Peter Marshall) 
B. Deleting the “that’’, it pleased the Lord (1) laa ‘im 
to reveal Himself, and (2) to declare His will “No cand ot Pt how far you we . — ws life 
unto His Church. There is no indication whatso- — mere. But 
ever concerning how or in what manner His will (Blakeney) be. 
is to be made known. With the “that’’ deleted leg 
there is certainly no hint at all that the declaration — heart could have no rainbow a ge ee ig i 
will is way with or ears. —Psalm 6. 
ependent upon the revelation of Himself. “7 | et to thi 
On the other hand, with the “that” retained, be ewe Chi 
it is abundantly clear that the framers of the And smiled that others might have joy in- anc 
Confession meant to state that it’ pleased the stead.” —Philippians 4:13. fac 


Lord to reveal Himsel to men (i.e., in the Scrip- | ' 
tures), and that it pleased Him also to declare “Two things there are which stand like stone: : 
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own.” —Galatians 6:2,5. 
—Psalm 55:22. 


“The hand that was pierced for my sake is far 
too kind to deal me anything in life without 
likewise dealing me the grace to bear it.” - 

—Philippians 4:19. 


(Morris) 


‘My sunshine and my shadows fall from a pierced 


hand, 
[ shall surely see His wisdom when His heart I 


understand.”’ —Romans 8:18. 


God is too wise to make a mistake, too merciful 
to be unkind, too powerful to be defeated. 
—Romans 8:35-39. 


Kindness in another’s trouble, courage in one’s 


God over-rules the bad; He brings about the 
good. —Daniel 4:35. 
—Psalm 76:10. 
—Psalm 34:19. 


‘“‘And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God... ”; we know it 
when we cannot see it, but we shall see it—if 
not here, then certainly hereafter. 

—Romans 8:28. 


“Christians can never meet for the last time!”’ 
—Hebrews 13:14. 
—Revelation 21:1-7. 

—Revelation 22:1-7. 


(For quotations where the original source is 
unknown to compiler, quotation marks are used 
in recognition of uncertain location.) 


The Gospel We Preach 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D.* 


Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek.” 


A thoughtful layman, appraising an American 


preacher, remarked, “He is a first-class preacher © 
of second-class truths.’’ This is one type. There © 
are some preaches who are second-class preachers | 
This is still another type. | 
St. Paul was a first-class preacher of first-class — 
truths. It is because of this that he is the preach- | 
ers model. St. Paul had something to preach, and © 
he knew how to preach it. He yearned to carry | 
this gospel that he preached to the capital. of | 
the Roman empire. He knew this to be Rome’s su- | 
preme need, and his soul burned for the oppor- 
tunity to make it known to meet this need. He > 
felt that the greatest contribution he could make > 
to the world of his day was to preach the gospel | 
of Jesus Christ as Lord. The greatest contribution | 
any minister can make is to preach this gospel. 
He should be a competent administrator, a faith- | 
ful pastor, and a wise counsellor, but first of all 
he must be a preacher of the gospel. What is this | 
gospel we preach? There are four definite things 
that St. Paul tells us about this that we are com- 


of first-class truths. 


missioned to deliver. 


I. The Gospel We Preach Is A Menens 
Of Which We Are Not Ashamed. 


There are some things for which a man should 
be ashamed. He should be ashamed when he does 
not do his best. He should be ashamed when he 

does not live up to the light that God has given 
~ him. He should be ashamed of everything in his | 
life that is unworthy, untrue, unjust, or unlovely. 


But there is one thing of which we should never 
be ashamed, and that is the Christian Gospel. | 


What constitutes this message? The New Testa- 
ment is plain and clear at this point and we can 
ive a definite answer. Although there are many 
things Included in this message, the apostles of 
Christ had three great facts that they preached 
and kept on preaching, and of no one of these 
facts were they ashamed. : | 


The first of these facts was the person of 


Christ. They did not have to apologize for Him. 
No one was ashamed of His personality. He was 
the noblest, the purest, the strongest, the gentlest, 
and the greatest person that ever dwelt on this 
planet. He declared and proved himself to be 
God’s unique Son. He demonstrated that He is 
man’s only Saviour. His enemies could find no 
fault with Him. He was perfect God and perfect 
man. He was the central part of their message 
and as such, they were not ashamed of Him. 


The second thing that constituted this gosepl 
message was the death of Christ. They found no 
reason to be ashamed of His death, even though 
He was crucified on a Roman cross between two 
condemned thieves. As a matter of fact, instead 
of being ashamed of His death, they gloried in it. 
“God forbid that I should glory save in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.’”’ St. Paul gloried in the 
death of Christ because of who Christ was who 
died on this cross. The fact that He was the 
God-man made him glory in it. He had to be man 
in order to suffer, and He had to be God in order 
that He might suffer enough for all. It was the 
fact that the Prince of Glory was the one who 
died on the cross that made him glory in it. As 


a matter of fact, there were three deaths on 


Calvary, but no one glories in the other two. 
Isaac Watts caught the spirit of St. Paul and 


_ wrote 


“Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
Save in the death of Christ my God; 

All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood.”’ 


This death of Christ was not an accident, but 
a part of the Divine plan. It was something that 
had to happen if men were saved. “It was 
a transaction between God the Father and God 
the Son.’’ We cannot be ashamed of this trans- 
action because by it God remained just and at 
the same time the Justifier of those who believe 
in Christ. 


The third fact stressed in this message was the 
resurrection of Christ. Again, this part of the 
Divine plan was not a fact of which he was 
ashamed. Death was man’s strongest enemy. 
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Could this enemy be overcome? Christ was ‘‘cruci- 
fied, dead and buried, He descended into hell.” 
But is this the last word? By no means, for we 
exclaim “the third day He rose again from the 
dead!”’ The empty tomb, and the physical resur- 
rection of Christ constitute an integral part of 
this gospel we preach, and we are not ashamed 
of it. We are'proud of ‘it, for the Resurrection is 
the victory. By this Divine act Satan was defeated 
and God’s Son vindicated. 


’Tis the Saviour, now victorious, 
Travelling onward in His might; 
’Tis the Saviour, O how glorious 
To his people is the sight! | 
Satan conquered’ and the grave, 
Jesus now is strong to save. 


II. The Gospel We Preach Is Charged With The 
Power Of God To Change And Uplift People. 


The Romans magnified power and discounted 
everything else. Just as the Jews esteemed moral 
law and the Greeks knowledge, so the Romans 
esteemed power. But there is more than just one 
kind of power. There is such a thing as mechanical 
power. Here is an engine. We say it has 100 
horse power, but it has no power to elevate man 
morally. There is also such a thing as physical 
power. Here is a Joe Louis, with a big fist to 
knock somebody down, but after all, there is 
nothing so wonderful about that, for a mule is 
able to do the same. Then we have intellectual 
power. There is force in a great intellect, and it 
is superior to either mechanical or physical power 
by far, but many men with tremendous intellectual 
power have been moral weaklings. The greatest 
power on earth is what we may eall spiritual 
power. It is the power to make a bad man good 
and a good man better. The gospel is both spiritual 
power and intellectual power. This power has 2 
definite application to life. It has the ability to 

change individuals, communities, and nations. 


St. Paul had found this power of the gospel in 
his own experience. Before he became a Christian 
he found he was fighting a losing battle. He was 
a moral failure. He had failed to meet the issues 
of life successfully. He discovered that respect- 
ability was not enough. It did not bring peace 
and rest to his soul. 


One day the light flashed. He had a vision of 
the risen Christ and heard His voice. He embraced 
the Christ and became a changed man. Instead 
of having experiences of failure, he began to 
have successive experiences of victory. We hear 
him saying: ‘‘Thanks be unto God who giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.’”’ Again 
he declared: ‘‘We are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us.” Victory became the 
big word in his vocabulary after he met Christ 
and experienced His power in his life, even though 
he continued to be engaged in spiritual warfare. 
He found that Christ had the power to solve his 
problems as well as the power to save his soul. 


The glory of the gospel is that it changes indi- 
viduals for the better, just as it changed Saul of 
Tarsus. Prof. Alfred Clair Underwood, some years 
ago, undertook a psychological study of con- 
version, continuing the research of William James. 
This is the conclusion that he reached at the close 
of his investigation: “The most remarkable fruit 
of conversion is seen in the manner in which it 
has brought about complete deliverance from 


schools | 
schools, agricultural institutes, and even theological 


every known sin. Indisputable evidence on this 

point is so abundant that we are embarassed wit} 

a wealth of riches.” The gospel has a power 4 

produce an inward transformation in the heart of 

every frustrated, unhappy, defeated person why 
accept and obey Christ so that things 

are passed away; behold, all things are become 
new. 


| The Gospel of Christ is still the power of Goq 
and its influence is felt upon every mission field 
where it is faithfully proclaimed and practiced 
Let me cite two examples that offer fervent test). 


’ mony to its power. In the year 1835 the Christian 


- gospel was first introduced to the inhabitants of 
the Fiji Islands in the Pacific Ocean. At that time 
_ these inhabitants were a race of wild and wooly. 
haired brown people of massive build, who were 
fierce cannibals. These people were unmercifully 
. cruel. They practiced polygamy, strangling, and 
infanticide. So fear and treachery made human 
life perilous. The most degrading forms of canni- 
-balism were common. Their heathen temples were 
consecrated by burying men alive. After thirty 
years of preaching the gospel on this archipelago, 
-cannibalism came to an end, the last victim being 
a missionary. A hundred years later, and the 
picture has changed. The native population js 
,ninety-seven thousand people. Of this number 
eighty-four per cent are educated. Ninety-nine 


per cent are professing Christians. The Fiji Island 


is one of the most orderly and progressive con- 
munities in the south Pacific. They have girls’ 
and boys’ schools, technical _ training 


seminaries. This convincing proof substantiates 
the truth that the gospel of Christ is still the 
power of God. 


Dr. Wm. N. Blair went from our country to 
Korea forty years ago as a missionary. He located 
in the city of Pyengyang, which had a population 
of two hundred and twenty thousand. He stated 
at that time this city was noted for four things. 
‘The first was saloons. The second was its dancing 
schools where the young women became prosti- 
tutes. The third was its stone fights. The Koreans 
‘had an annual celebration in which they fought 
with stones. The fourth was the presence of flies. 
‘There was so much dirt and filth that flies multi 
plied rapidly. Today he stated there are twenty- 
seven self-supporting Presbyterian churches, eight 
Methodist churches, and one Roman Catholic 
church. Every Sunday there is an excess of ten 


thousand people who attend the Presbyterian 


churches of that city. Until the church schools 
were closed on account of the shrine issue, the 
Presbyterian churches operated schools. this 
city ,that provided Christian education for over 
three thousand students. Dr. Blair stated that this 
city has been greatly transformed, and that 1s 
due to one thing and one thing only—the presence 


and power of the gospel. 


Ill. The Gospel We Preach Has As Its 
Primary Aim The Salvation Of Souls. 


By the salvation of souls I mean salvation in 
its fullest sense. We are prone to think of only 
one aspect or part of salvation as the whole. 
When St. Paul declared that the gospel of Christ 
was the power of God unto salvation, he had at 
least four things in mind that it included. These 
constituted the good news. 


It included forgiveness. Every sinner must ask, 


“Is forgiveness possible, and if so, how may it be 
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obtained?” We all know that our guilt must be 
cleared away. We are all aware of the fact that 
+ js a horrible thing to die without our guilt 
peing removed, carrying into the next world 
murdened consciences. The Christian church saw 
the importance of forgiveness early. Included in 
the Apostles’ Creed is the phrase, “I believe in the 
forgiveness of sin.” When man stands face to face 


with death and with God, unless he has experienced | 
ss, he must say, “I cannot afford to die 
like this, for I have not been forgiven.” This sal-— 
vation rescues man from this burden of guilt and | 


forgivene 


the wrath of God caused by this guilt. 


This experience of forgiveness is something — 

Even 
chiatrists are urging ministers to preach on 
the forgiveness of sins. Every night before we go> 
to sleep it will help us to say, “Through Christ, I | 
believe in the forgiveness of sin.” Then add, | 
“Lord Jesus, forgive each sin I have committed | 
this day. May I hear Thy voice say ‘thy sins be- 
forgiven thee’”’. Nothing will help us to overcome — 
fear or give such inward relief as this daily trans-_ 
action. Unless we do this, every outburst of anger, © 


that we need and need_ desperately. 


psy 


every unkind word, every act of impatience, 


every evil imagination, every impure desire, every | 


act of selfishness will remain and continue to 


separate us from God. The great enemy of a 
peaceful mind is the consciousness of unconfessed > 
and unforgiven sin. We must deal with this or | 


rather let Christ deal with it for us because He 


is “the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin | 


of the world.”? The forgiveness of sins is a miracle 
—it is not something natural, but the gospel en-. 
ables us to believe in it and receive it. | 


The cleansing of the Christian begins with the 
initial act of forgiveness when he takes Christ as 
his Saviour, and Christ clears him of all of his 
guilty stains. But the Christian is also in daily 
need of cleaning to keep right. We need daily 
cleansing from daily 
teaches us that we not only have been cleansed 
in the past by the blood of Christ but it is also 
a present experience. ‘“‘He cleanseth.”’ This is a 


perpetual present. Whenever we are soiled by sin, | 


the Saviour is ready to remove each stain. When- 


ever we stumble into sin, He is ever ready to 


wash us and make us whiter than snow. The 
Christian to be useful must be cleansed and united 
with Christ for He has said, “Ye are clean through 
the word which I have spoken unto you... for 
without me ye can do nothing.” 


Strengthening is also a part of this salvation. 
The soul out of fellowship with God is dead and 
therefore has no strength. When it is placed 
in fellowship with God, it is in contact with the 
source of all strength and power. Salvation gives 


man the strength to live a new life. It gives him 


strength to perform all of his duties. It renders 
him adequate for every assignment that God 
makes. St. Paul, before he became a Christian 
and found Christ’s salvation, was spiritually weak. 
After he experienced salvation, he was enabled 
to write, “I can do all things through Christ who 
strengtheneth me.’ Salvation gives me strength 
to bear every trial triumphantly. It gives him 
Strength to make spiritual progress. It gives him 
strength to overcome difficulties and even sing 
vhile undergoing hardships. It gives him strength 
0 share with the weak. There are two underlying 
Principles attached to the appropriation of this 
strength, however. The first is faith which keeps 


sin. The New Testament | 


us in living union with Christ, the source of 
this strength. The second is, that it is not given 
to us all at once, but it is given to us day by 
day. At the beginning of the day we may not feel 
His presence, but the moment we have need and 
begin to draw on it, it is available. To. the soul 
that is in Christ, he can claim the promise “As 


our days are, so shall our strength ever be.’’ Hour 


by hour the strength of the living Saviour passes 
into souls who are willing to receive it. This 
salvation not only provides strength, but it gives 
it increasingly. “They that wait upon the Lord 
shall go from strength to strength.’”’ This means 
that they shall go from one degree of strength to 


another in an ever ascending scale. 


Possession of lasting happiness throughout 
eternity is another part of this salvation. This 
salvation meets the soul’s needs not only for time 
but also for eternity. It saves man not only from 
eternal punishment, but provides eternal life and 
endless fellowship with God. Human wisdom or 
human power has never been able to devise a 
message or plan or scheme that would result in 
eternal blessedness. After all, since man is im- 
mortal, this is the gospel’s greatest blessing. Who 
could ever be ashamed of so great a salvation? 


IV. The Gospel We Preach Is Limited In Its 
Power And Saving Benefits To Those 
Who Have Faith To Receive It. 


St. Paul stressed the word “believeth.’’ God’s 
part of salvation is provided by His love and 
grace. All that is left for man to do is receive it 
through trusting in Christ. The righteousness that 
puts man into right relation to the requirements 
of God’s law is received by faith. Faith becomes 
the key to Christ’s power and all His benefits 
of redemption. ous 


It is not enough to hear-the gospel. We must 
believe in it until we submit to it and obey it. 
It is not enough to read the gospel, we must 
believe in it until it becomes a part of us. It is 
not enough to have an intellectual understanding 
of the gospel. We must believe in it until we are 
actually saved from sin by believing in it. 


In limiting salvation to those who trust in 
Christ as He is offered to us in the gospel, God 
has acted both wisely and generously. Let us 
ever keep in our minds that God has not limited 
salvation to human achievements, or social] rating, 
or one’s financial status, or intellectual accom- 
plishments, but solely to trust in Christ. Our Lord 
specified this limitataion in Mark 16:16,17—“He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned. And these 
signs shall follow them that believe; In my name 
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with 
new tongues.” His terms have never been re- 
pealed. Calvin has well said, ““By showing the one 
way of salvation it cuts off every other 
confidence.”’ 


We are familiar with the history of the Titanic, 
that powerful vessel that was called unsinkable, 
and thought to be the safest vessel ever launched. 
In the North Atlantic this vessel went down to a 
watery grave carrying many passengers with it. 
The amazing fact is not that it sank, but that 
fifteen hours before it submerged, warning had 
been given of icebergs in its path, but they were 
ignored. Fifteen hours later after the warning the 
bands were playing, the passengers dancing, not 
heeding the warning of danger the mighty vessel 
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plunged to the bottom of the ocean. Lost because 
of refusal to believe, was the verdict history gives 
to the tragedy of the Titanic. Similarly, if you 
refuse tc believe, you will have no saving interest 
in this gospel and will never experience its power. 
Let this faith be personal, or as Barth calls it 
existential, and the power will be yours. Since 
this salvation is limited to those who have a vital 
faith in Christ, you ask, ‘‘How then shall I get 
this faith?” St. Paul has anticipated your question 
and his answer is “faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the Word of God.” 


* Alexandria, La. 


The Westminster Confession 
Of Faith 
By Rev. Prof. G. T. Thomson, D.D. 


Professor of Christian Dogmatics, University of 
Edinburgh in the Evangelical Quarterly. 


“Sound doctrine ... faith ... speech.” 
(Tit. 11.1,2,8.) 


Jesus Christ came in the fulness of time to tell a 
rebellious world to repent, to announce that He 
was come to bear our iniquities, if we did repent, 
and to make us so strong in His Spirit that we 
should be able to obey Him in spite of all that 
antichrist might do. On Christ’s conditions im- 
plicit obedience to Christ is demanded. “Take my 
yoke upon you.” It is easy and light compared 
with the burden of unforgiven sin. But it must be 
carried—we must obey, even 
alternative is eternal death. 


Scripture was bequeathed to us on purpose that 
from it we might know the truth which liberates 
from the bondage of sin. But Scripture in an 
ultimate sense is written by the finger of God. 
It can only be understood, in the Christian sense, 
if Christ sends us the Comforter to reveal the 
truth. We cannot discover saving truth by our 
own light. Yet without the truth we are not saved. 


Church history is the story of the way the 
perversion of revealed truth has been fought down 
the ages to the present day. Our Creeds are the 
conclusions of stormy ecclesiastical conventions, 
summoned to decide upon the truth as between 
the claims of rival factions. The creeds have stood 
as fundamental positions in doctrine from the time 
of their formulation until to-day. Every heresy re- 
butted credally crops up again periodically, when 
the Church is lackadaisical or wants to make faith 
easy in a human way. But heresy is also what 
might be called invincible natural ignorance, 
which can only be overcome by return to Christ 
and to knowledge of Him as our Saviour. The 
creeds will stand, and so will those who stand by 


them. They represent fundamental truths about | 


God, contradictions of which have no standing. 
* 


Behind the Reformation lay the rock-like con- 


viction that God must be obeyed, and that the 


rules of obedience were to be discovered by God’s 
people in the Holy Book. God must be obeyed. 
Let Christians therefore seek to know His will so 
far as He makes it known. Let it be their glory 
to keep the divine commandments and teach them 
to their children, as in the old days of Israel. They 
must, in the words of St. Paul to Titus in Crete, 
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have “sound doctrine,” “sound faith,” and 
66, 9? 80 
sound speech. | 


How does the Church stand in this regard to. 
day? I see, in regard to SOUND DOCTRINE, , 
convinced trend in the direction of a greater 
sense of the oneness of the Body of Christ, legs 
blatancy in the contempt hurled at “Calvinism” 
of which most who use the name are supremely 
ignorant. There is a much more fundamental note 
in the Christian quest, even since the war. Men 
are really asking what they must do to be saved. 
Salvation has fruits in morality; but it transcends 
it utterly and strips it of priggish self-righteous. 
ness. 

In regard to SOUND FAITH, I find that men 
are no longer satisfied with being told to be good. 
They are suspecting that Christ still works 
miracles of regeneration, and they are seeking 
such of the Christ Himself. They want the old 
assurance of regeneration, some convincing sign 
that without their co-operation at all they have 
been justified through Christ by the Judge of all 
the earth, and so can expect to see the Christian 
life grow upon them, can actually find that the 
desire to please God can mount up into a con- 
suming fire of love to God. If a man really loves 
God, then he can love his neighbour; not other- 
wise. In his new orientation as a sinner reprieved 
for ever, he sees his neighbour’s distress as only 


_ the regenerate can see it. He wants to be certain 


of conveying something of the miracle that has 
made himself a new creature. He must avoid 
any suggestion of tricking men into the heavenly 
society. He must speak the truth in soberness 
of revealed fact. 

Then he is thriled to SOUND SPEECH in the 
matter of his service of his neighbour. To be 
sound in his speech he must know his Bible, he 
must understand something of his Church’s Con- 
fession, he must never reject God’s will because 
he happens not to like it. He must be ready to 
revise any old religious views, to measure them 
by the canon revealed, i.e. Holy Scripture. In 
this triple search for soundness, the Holy Spirit 
helpeth our infirmities. Prayer, Preaching, Scrip- 
ture, Sacraments and Works of Mercy: these are 
not spasmodic affectation, but the very essence of 
giving glory to the Most High God, if—only if! 
—a man is born again of water and the Spirit. 

The dwellers on the fringe of faith, the 
modernists, the pseudo-scientists, used to tell us 


.that our faith is something that develops, in which 


progress can be detected as a steady rise in 
ethical values. Have they ever read their news- 
papers? Is Hitler a product of progress? Let us 
remind ourselves that Jesus Christ, at any rate, is 
the Same yesterday and to-day and forever. God 
speaks, and it is done. God commands, and He is 
not mocked. Our own Church’s Confession presents 
us with sound salvation: the unchangeable Christ, 
His call, His justification, His abundant grace, His 
victorious faith given us to overcome the world 
therewith, the power of it that works in us, body, 
soul and spirit, really making us new, proof of 
its own value by the zest it gives to life. It was 
these zestful, new men who drafted Confessions 
and formed catechisms and drove men to God 
with knowledge of His will, wherein they learned 
to rejoice as militants. 

God has a very definite will for us. It is re- 
vealed in Jesus Christ, it is the only escape from 


hell and it means heaven. Is it not worth sweat 


and blood to know, not the man Jesus, but the 
Lord Christ, not a painful morality, but the power 
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of God-inspired living? You either have it, or you 
have it not. It is like the treasure which a man 
fund in a field, and for joy he went and sold all 
he had and bought that field. That is Christ’s King- 
dom, the Church both militant and triumphant. Be 
gund in doctrine and faith and speech before 
you dare to cut loose from Christ or to criticise 
His claims upon you. Go back to your Bible; go 
hack to your Catechism as well. Pray for the one 
thing needful, penitence and a changed, a trans- 
formed life. Then you may begin to understand 


why your ancestors fought and died for their — 


Confession. God make us all willing and ready 
to suffer if need be, to run our race with patience, 
looking with knowledge, faith and power unto the 
Author and Perfector of our faith, usable to win 


others. 
“In thy doctrine shew uncorruptness, gravity, 


sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he 


that is of the contrary party may be ashamed, 
having no evil thing to say of us.” Believe, know 
the belief, impart the belief. So strengthen, in- 
crease, expand the Church of Jesus Christ. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


THE CHIANGS OF CHINA 
By Elmer T. Clark 
Published By Abington-Cokesbury, 
Nashville, Tenn. Price $1.00. 


These notable people, the Chiangs of China are 
doing a wonderful work for their country in these 
terrible days of struggle of China against the 
oppression and aggression of Japan. Mr. Elmer 
T. Clark, a talented journalist tells the story of 
the career of the Chiangs from their childhood to 
the present time. The book is brief and very read- 
able. It begins with the story of the Soong family 
beginning with Charles Jones Soong and his early 
days in America and concludes with the very 
timely and brilliant visit of Mme. Chiang Kai-shek 
to America. All through the book Author Clark 
has emphasized the effect Christianity has had, 
and is having on the lives of these two noted 
leaders. There is so much of real romantic beauty 
in this book that one reads it through before put- 
tng it down. Perey H. Nichless. 


A LOST PASSION | 
By Edgar Blake 


Published By Abington-Cokesbury, 
Nashville, Tenn. Price $1.00. 


A very helpful series of sermons first given to 
a Pastor’s Summer Conference by Bishop Blake. 
Four of them deal with the parables of our Lord, 
two directly with Jesus; His Deity and_ the 
Triumph of the Cross, and two with Preaching. 
These sermons indicate that, if preaching is a lost 
passion, Bishop Blake hasn’t lost his passion for it. 
_ Bishop Blake preaches simply yet the preach- 


Ing is of a very high quality. He does indeed ex- 


press “the Gospel in terms which Glorify the com- 
monplace.”? The preacher’s manner is much needed 
in these times. H. Nickless. 
THE SHEPHERD GOD 
By Joseph Howard Gray, D.D. 
Published By The John C. Winston Co. 
Philadelphia, Pa. Price $1.00. 


This little volume, as the name suggests, is a 


treatise on the Twenty-third Psalm. The six verses 
are treated in twelve chapters and throughout the 


work there is evidenced a warm, evangelical faith 


and reliance upon the care of God. 


The work is evidently not intended as an 
exegetical commentary, but rather as a meditative 
and devotional exposition. The various verses are 
briefly analyzed, and then used as springboards 
from which the author leaps into the treatment 
of topics suggested in the text. This is not at all 
to the discredit of the book, because the themes 
are treated in an interesting and imaginative 
manner. There is a wealth of material of an 
illustrative nature herein. From the Scriptures, 
the hymnal, from literature and biography pungent 
points are emphasized with telling effect. 


—C. Ralston Smith. 


EVERY GOOD GIFT 
Story By Dorothy Grunbock 


Drawings By Emmy Lou Osborne 


Published By The Moody Bible Institute 
Press. 1943. Price 25 Cents. 


This little booklet for small children gives 
an excellent and, at the same time, simple and 
clear explanation of the way of salvation. Miss 
Grunbock takes her outline from a children’s song 
of nature, which is printed with the music. She 
gives a page of explanation to each of the ten 
verses of the song; the general theme of the 
first eight being that no one but God can make 
the things of nature, and of the last three, that 
He alone can give salvation. She sets forth, in an 
elementary manner, facts about sin and the atone- 
ment that children should know, and yet so often 
fail to learn because they are erroneously con- 
sidered too young. Appropriate Bible verses and 
colored illustrations on each page add to the in- 
terest and attractiveness of the booklet. It should 
be a help to mothers in its explanations and a 
never ending source of delight to children in its 
color and charm. —Lucile Liddell. 


* 


GREAT NIGHTS OF THE BIBLE 
By Clarence Edward Macartney 


Published By Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn. Price $1.50. | 


Again the powerful and prolific pen of this 
pulpiteer has presented to the reading public a 
volume of interesting and positive sermons on a 
series of Biblical themes. It is the . reviewer’s 
opinion that this author is without peer as a 
preacher in his denomination. The throngs which 
attend his morning and evening services as well 
as varied week-day meetings bear testimony to 
the sound as well as attractive ministry which is 
his. 

These sixteen sermons were preached in the 
First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburg, Pa., and 
cover various night scenes and incidents from 
Genesis to Revelation. Using the Biblical account 
for introduction and background Dr. Macartney 
brings to bear eternal truths concerning God and 
His requirements of man. The material is up to 
date, the problems are real, the solutions are 
Christian. The reading and digesting of the ser- 
mons will be of benefit to every follower of Christ. 

—C. Ralston Smith. 
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